








‘ Joyful M UW Les L Carvying the Cross

5 Said on Mondays and Saturdays iy They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was /
U The A ST Y coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
i q 1 .
¢ Then the angel said to [Mary], "Do not be afraid.” (Lk 1:30) '; to carry his cross. (Mk 15 2 1) ] ] .
The angel Gabriel greeted Mary with words to calm her fears. } Simon helped Jesus carry his cross, he.lpmg hlI‘fl bear the weight
. God wants everyone, especially the most vulnerable, to live in his g a}rll d th? kl)lurdectll.bSo dmust fw}i }}Clp v1ct'1rns Of}Clhlll(.i SeXl}llal abusg b:laar
peace, free from all fear and pain. It is our responsibility, as children L ¢ IW e1th zn h ur T’n}(l)t t (e;;;xp eriences, helping them to fin
of our loving God, to create an environment in which our children cating LoC Who 18 Hght and fe.

can grow up free from fear of those who might hurt or abuse them. ' The Crucifixion

, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit;" and when he had said this he breathed his last. (Lk 23:46)

| We commend into God’s hands all those who are at risk for child
sexual abuse, those who are doing the hard work of healing, and
those who are not yet ready to begin the healing process. Through
our prayers, efforts, and sacrifices, may they come to know the peace

{ and whole that only God can bring.

"\ The Vusitation
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” (Lk 1:46)
After receiving the news that she would become the mother of
God’s Son, Mary’s first action was one of compassion. SKE went to
her kinswoman, Elizabeth, and offered aid and comfort. Following
. her example, we must reach out to those around us in need of hope
and healing, offering our assistance and patience as they embrace

| God’s healing love.

The Natwity of the Lovd.

She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn. (Lk 2:7)

Jesus, the Son of God, entered the world as a vulnerable child.

He was not counted among the great and powerful, instead lying in
manger. We are called to protect all those who are vulnerable,
especially children, by providing them with safe places to live

and grow.
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» Luminows Mysteries || The Transfiguration _“
. Y , [Jesus] was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and
: Baph by J (Tl/va aid on Thur Sdays * his clothes became white as light. (Mt 17:2)

"‘ A voice came from the heavens, saying, "This is my beloved Son, o .In his 'I.‘rar}sflguration, Peter, James, anc.l J ?hn saw Jesus as he truly is
§ with whom I am well pleased.” ’(Mt 3. 1’7) .} in all his divine glory. So must we see victims of sexual abuse as they

. 1 oL . yl; - are — the precious children of God, worthy of dignity and respect.
: Every child is beloved by God, precious in his sight. There is no room f k We must do all that we can to aid in their healing and to assure them

in the Church for those who would harm children, betraying their !
P trust and destroying their innocence. All members of the Church A of the love of God and his people.
must do their part to make the Church and society safe for children.
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Jesus said to her, "Woman, how does your concern affect me? My
hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servers, " Do
whatever he tells you." (Jn 2:4-5)

A guest at a wedding in Cana, Jesus’ mother stepped in to assist the
 couple in their time of need. We must follow her example by taking
active steps to come to the aid of children who are at risk of abuse, to
| be vigilant in protecting them, and to advocate on behalf of those
‘who become victims.

- lnstitution of the Enciharist

L ""This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of
me." ..."This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will be

t shed for you.” (Lk 22:19-20)

In the gift of the Eucharist, Jesus makes present his sacrifice of
redeeming love. This sacrifice makes us whole as one Body of Christ.
' We pray that Jesus may heal all that wounds of his Body, most

f especially the wounds caused by the sexual abuse of children and

 young people.

Preacihing of the Kingdom and Call to- Conwersion
"This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:15)

Jesus boldly preached the coming of God’s kingdom, reminding his
hearers of the need to conform their lives to God’s laws. As members
of God’s Church, we must boldly remind all elements of society of
the need to protect children and young people. The message may

not be welcome, but it is essential
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