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Diocese of Fall River
: | ™l Office of the Bishop
( PUFEICIT T, GRATIA HEA Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.

April 2021

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

This past year has not been easy. We have all suffered because of the pandemic, scandals,
secularism, and divisions in our country and church. Yet, while the world changes, the truth of
the Gospel, along with our imperative to proclaim it, remains the same.

I invite everyone to consider: how can we see the challenges we face as opportunities? How can
we, like St Joseph in the Gospels, respond to new challenges with creative courage?

Nothing is more important than our work to evangelize and form engaged disciples for Christ.
We must take this time to pray, discern, and evaluate our faith formation, youth ministry,
sacramental preparation, and adult formation programs so that they are best suited to respond to
present and future challenges, proclaiming the Gospel truth with creative courage.

It is my hope that this planning guide and the trainings offered by our Office of Faith Formation
will assist you in this process. I encourage you to make use of these opportunities.

May the Lord bless you and may St Joseph, patron of the Church and protector of families,
intercede for you in your work.

Thank you for all you do to build God’s kingdom here in our Diocese.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Mostggd/gar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.
Bishop of Fall River

47 Underwood Street ® Fall River, Massachusetts 02720-3701
Telephone: 508-675-1311 Facsimile: 508-679-9220
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