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The Knights of Columbus Father McGivney Council #14557 recent-
ly went to the Catholic Schools Office to present six $500 checks 
intended for each of the New Bedford area Catholic schools.  The 
schools are: All Saints Catholic School, Holy Family-Holy Name 
School, St. James St. John School, St. Joseph School (Fairhaven), St. 
Francis Xavier School (Acushnet), and Bishop Stang High School 
(North Dartmouth). From left: Knight Roland Benjamin, Grand 
Knight Pat Robitaille, Daniel S. Roy, diocesan Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools, and Denise Peixoto, Assistant Superintendent.

‘A Culture of Care
as a Path to Peace’

Pope Francis’ message for 
World Day of Peace 2021

1 JANUARY 2021
1. At the dawn of a new year, I 

extend cordial greetings to Heads of 
State and Government, leaders of 
International Organizations, Spir-
itual leaders and followers of the 
different religions, and to men and 
women of good will. To all I offer my 
best wishes that the coming year will 
enable humanity to advance on the 
path of fraternity, justice and peace 
between individuals, communities, 
peoples and nations.

The year 2020 was marked by 
the massive COVID-19 health 
crisis, which became a global phe-
nomenon cutting across boundar-
ies, aggravating deeply interrelated 
crises like those of the climate, 
food, the economy and migration, 
and causing great suffering and 
hardship. I think especially of all 
those who lost family members or 
loved ones, and all who lost their 
jobs. I think too, of physicians and 
nurses, pharmacists, researchers, 
volunteers, chaplains and the per-
sonnel of hospitals and healthcare 
centers. They have made, and are 
continuing to make, great sacrifices 

to be present to the sick, to alle-
viate their sufferings and to save 
their lives; indeed, many of them 
have died in the process. In paying 
tribute to them, I renew my appeal 
to political leaders and the private 
sector to spare no effort to ensure 
access to COVID-19 vaccines and 
to the essential technologies need-
ed to care for the sick, the poor and 
those who are most vulnerable.[1]

Sad to say, alongside all these 
testimonies of love and solidarity, 
we have also seen a surge in various 
forms of nationalism, racism and 
xenophobia, and wars and conflicts 
that bring only death and destruc-
tion in their wake.

These and other events that 
marked humanity’s path this past 
year have taught us how important 
it is to care for one another and for 
Creation in our efforts to build a 
more fraternal society. That is why 
I have chosen as the title of this 
year’s message, “A Culture of Care 
as a Path to Peace.” A culture of 
care as a way to combat the culture 
of indifference, waste and confron-

FALL RIVER– The annual 
Catholic Communication Cam-
paign (CCC) collection will be 
taken up at parishes in the Fall 
River Diocese during the weekend 
of January 16 and 17.

This yearly national campaign 
is designed as a shared collection, 
meaning half of the proceeds stay 
in the local diocese and the other 
half is forwarded to the Catholic 
Communication Campaign office 
of the U.S. Bishops’ Conference.

The portion remaining in the 
Fall River Diocese provides partial 
funding for a variety of communica-
tion endeavors including the weekly 
Masses that air on both WLNE-TV, 
Channel 6, and the Portuguese 
Channel.

The Diocesan Television Mass 
is broadcast on WLNE-TV, Chan-
nel 6, on Sunday at 11 a.m.; the 
Fall River Diocese covers produc-
tion, airtime and closed-caption-
ing costs. The Mass on the Por-

tuguese Channel airs Sunday at 7 
p.m. The diocese reimburses those 
diocesan parishes that participate 
on a rotating basis in the broad-
casts for a percentage of the cost 
each incurs. The Portuguese Chan-
nel is carried by most cable televi-
sion providers in the diocese.

In addition to proceeds from the 
upcoming CCC collection, com-
munication endeavors in the dio-
cese including the Television Mass 
are also supported by the Catholic 
Charities Appeal.

At the national level, the CCC 
helps the Church spread the Gospel 
message through television, radio, 
print, social networks and the Inter-
net by the U.S. Bishops’ Conference 
staff and other grantee organizations 
here in the U.S. and abroad.

To learn more about the Cath-
olic Communication Campaign 
and the important work it supports 
on the national level, please visit 
www.usccb.org/ccc.

Catholic Communication Catholic Communication 
Campaign Collection supports Campaign Collection supports 
national and diocesan projectsnational and diocesan projects



2               †   January 8, 2021

EASTON — As a new year 
begins, Holy Cross Family Minis-
tries wants to encourage families 
to take time to reflect and rejoice 
in prayer. There is no right or 
wrong when it comes to praying 
with your family. We know that 
this Thanksgiving and Advent 
season may have looked differently 
than years past. A loved one may 
no longer be with us, you may be 
practicing social distancing or may 
live too far from your loved ones 
to safely gather together. Any fam-
ily, near or far, can gather in prayer 

Holy Cross Family Ministries offers 
families tips for praying together in 2021

and amazing things may come 
from it! Remember, the family that 
prays together stays together.

Holy Cross Family Ministries 
is offering six simple steps to share 
with readers to help them engage 
in prayer together this year.
Set the mood & set the dates

No matter where you are, cre-
ate a Sacred space: At home with 
your family, light a candle, place 
your family Bible or an image 
of the Holy Family on the coffee 
table. If you find yourself in your 
vehicle on- the-go, roll down the 

windows and have everyone take 
a deep breath of fresh air. Wher-
ever you are in this busy life, slow 
down long enough to welcome 
God’s presence.
Take turns leading prayer

If someone is in charge of lead-
ing grace, they’ll hold your entire 
family accountable. Switch off days 
and include your children! Give 
them the opportunity to expe-
rience the immense humility of 
helping your family begin a meal 
by first recognizing God’s many 
blessings.
Routine. Routine. Routine.

It’s all about getting into habit. 
Once grace is in your family’s rou-
tine, you’ll notice your children 
will remind you if you ever forget 
to pray. Don’t let location deter 
you in praying together! Prioritize 
creating this time with your family 
near and far by establishing a 
schedule to do this often through-

out the season. Engage together 
through a video call or simply 
connect and establish that you will 
all be doing this at the same time.
Include special intentions

 Invite everyone to pray for the 
hopes, sorrows, or joys weighing 
on their hearts. When praying 
with family remotely, choose a 
single intention that each individ-
ual family can touch on, further 
enhancing your together while 
apart experience. Sharing these in-

Retired Father Kevin J.Retired Father Kevin J.
Harrington dies at age 70 Harrington dies at age 70 

NEW BEDFORD — Father 
Kevin J. Harrington, 70, of New 
Bedford died December 28, 2020 
unexpectedly at home.

Born in Wareham, son of 
the late Edmund A. and Isabelle 
(Gomes) Harrington, he lived in 
New Bedford most of his life.

He graduated from Holy Family 
High School and earned a bachelor 
of science degree in physics from 
Providence College. He studied for 
the priesthood at St. Mary’s Semi-

nary, Baltimore. Father Harrington 
was ordained to the priesthood by 
the then-Bishop Daniel A. Cronin 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fall River, 
on May 10, 1975. 

He served as parochial vicar 
at St. John the Evangelist Parish 
in Attleboro, St. Joseph Parish 
in Attleboro, St. Mary’s Parish 
in Attleboro, St. Joseph Parish 
in Taunton, St. Mark Parish in 
Attleboro Falls, St. Patrick Parish in 
Fall River, and St. Lawrence in New 
Bedford. 

Father Harrington also served 
as pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 
Attleboro, St. Hedwig Parish, Nues-
tra Señora de Guadalupe and St. 
Francis of Assisi Parishes in New 
Bedford. 

During those years, he also 
oversaw ministry to the Span-
ish-speaking, serving as director of 
the Spanish Apostolate in Attleboro 
and then Taunton. He was also 
chaplain at Bishop Feehan High 
School in Attleboro. For almost 20 
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Pope delivers World Day of Peace message for 2021
continued from page one
tation so prevalent in our 
time.

2. God the Creator, the 
source of our human voca-
tion to care

Many religious tradi-
tions have accounts of the 
origin of human beings 
and their relationship with 
the Creator, with nature 
and with their fellow men 
and women. In the Bible, 
the Book of Genesis shows 
from its very first pages 
the importance of care or 
protection in God’s plan 
for humanity. It highlights 
the relationship between 
man (’adam) and the earth 
(’adamah), and among 
ourselves as brothers and 
sisters. In the Biblical 
account of Creation, God 
entrusts the garden “plant-
ed in Eden” (cf. Gen 2:8) to 
Adam’s care, to “till it and 
keep it” (Gen 2:15). This 
entails making the earth 
productive, while at the 
same time protecting it and 
preserving its capacity to 
support life.[2] The verbs 
“till” and “keep” describe 
Adam’s relationship to his 
garden home, but also the 
trust God placed in him 
by making him master and 
guardian of all Creation.

The birth of Cain and 
Abel begins a history of 
brothers and sisters, whose 
relationship is understood 
— even by Cain, however 
mistakenly — in terms of 
protection or “keeping.” 
After killing his brother 
Abel, Cain answers God’s 
question by saying: “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” (Gen 
4:9).[3] Cain, like all of us, 
was called to be “his broth-
er’s keeper.” “These ancient 
stories, full of symbolism, 
bear witness to a conviction 
which we today share, that 
everything is interconnect-
ed, and that genuine care 
for our own lives and our 
relationship with nature is 
inseparable from fraternity, 

justice and faithfulness to 
others.” [4]

3. God the Creator, a 
model of care

Sacred Scripture 
presents God not only as 
Creator, but also as One 
Who cares for His crea-
tures, especially Adam, Eve 
and their offspring. Albeit 
cursed for the crime he 
committed, Cain was given 
a mark of protection by 
the Creator, so that his life 
could be spared (cf. Gen 
4:15). While confirming 
the inviolable dignity of 
the person created in God’s 
image and likeness, this was 
also a sign of God’s plan to 
preserve the harmony of 
His Creation, since “peace 
and violence cannot dwell 
together.” [5]

Care for Creation was at 
the heart of the institution 
of the Sabbath, which, in 
addition to ordering Divine 
worship, aimed at the res-
toration of the social order 
and concern for the poor 
(cf. Gen 1:1-3; Lev 25:4). 
The celebration of the Jubi-
lee every seventh sabbatical 
year provided a respite for 
the land, for slaves and for 
those in debt. In that year 
of grace, those in greatest 
need were cared for and 
given a new chance in life, 
so that there would be no 
poor among the people (cf. 
Deut 15:4).

In the prophetic tra-
dition, the Biblical under-
standing of justice found its 
highest expression in the 
way a community treats its 
weakest members. Amos 
(cf. 2:6-8; 8) and Isaiah (cf. 
58), in particular, insistent-
ly demand justice for the 
poor, who, in their vulner-
ability and powerlessness, 
cry out and are heard by 
God, Who watches over 
them (cf. Ps 34:7; 113:7-8).

4. Care in the ministry 
of Jesus

Jesus’ life and ministry 

represent the supreme rev-
elation of the Father’s love 
for humanity (cf. Jn 3:16). 
In the synagogue at Naza-
reth, Jesus showed Himself 
to be the One consecrated 
by the Lord and “sent to 
preach Good News to the 
poor, to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are 
oppressed” (Lk 4:18). These 
messianic actions, associ-
ated with the Jubilee year, 
bear eloquent witness to the 
mission He received from 
the Father. In His compas-
sion, Christ drew near to 
the sick in body and spirit, 
and brought them healing; 
He pardoned sinners and 
gave them new life. Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd Who 
cares for His sheep (cf. Jn 
10:11-18; Ezek 34:1-31). He 
is the Good Samaritan Who 
stoops to help the injured 
man, binds his wounds and 
cares for him (cf. Lk 10:30-
37).

At the culmination of 
His mission, Jesus gave the 
ultimate proof of His care 
for us by offering Himself 
on the cross to set us free 
from the slavery of sin and 
death. By the sacrificial gift 

of His life, He opened for 
us the path of love. To each 
of us He says, “Follow Me; 
go and do likewise” (cf. Lk 
10:37).

5. A culture of care in 
the life of Jesus’ followers

The Spiritual and 
Corporal Works of Mercy 
were at the heart of charity 
as practiced by the early 
Church. The first genera-
tion of Christians shared 
what they had, so that no 
one among them would be 
in need (cf. Acts 4:34-35). 
They strove to make their 
community a welcoming 
home, concerned for every 
human need and ready to 
care for those most in need. 
It became customary to 
make voluntary offerings 
in order to feed the poor, 
bury the dead and care 
for orphans, the elderly 
and victims of disasters 
like shipwrecks. In later 
times, when the generosity 
of Christians had lost its 
initial fervor, some Fathers 
of the Church insisted that 
property was meant by 
God for the common good. 
For St. Ambrose, “nature 
poured out all things for the 
common use of all — and 
thus produced a common 
right for all, but greed has 
made it a right for only a 

few.” [6] After the persecu-
tions of the first centuries, 
the Church used her new-
found freedom to inspire 
society and its culture. “The 
needs of the times called 
forth new efforts in the 
service of Christian charity. 
History records innumer-
able examples of practi-
cal works of mercy. The 
Church’s work among the 
poor was to a great extent 
highly organized. There 
arose many institutions for 
the relief of every human 
need: hospitals, poor hous-
es, orphanages, foundling 
homes, shelters for travel-
ers.”[7]

6. The principles of the 
Church’s social doctrine as 
the basis for a culture of care

The diakonia of the 
Church’s origins, enriched 
by the reflection of the 
Fathers and enlivened 
over the centuries by the 
active charity of many 
luminous witnesses to the 
faith, became the beating 
heart of the Church’s social 
doctrine. This doctrine is 
offered to all people of good 
will as a precious patrimony 
of principles, criteria and 
proposals that can serve 
as a “grammar” of care: 
commitment to promoting 
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the dignity of each human 
person, solidarity with the 
poor and vulnerable, the 
pursuit of the common 
good and concern for pro-
tection of creation.

— Care as promotion 
of the dignity and rights of 
each person:

“The very concept of 
the person, which originat-
ed and developed in Chris-
tianity, fosters the pursuit of 
a fully human development. 
Person always signifies 
relationship, not individu-
alism; it affirms inclusion, 
not exclusion, unique and 
inviolable dignity, not ex-
ploitation.” [8] Each human 
person is an end in himself 
or herself, and never sim-
ply a means to be valued 
only for his or her useful-
ness. Persons are created 
to live together in families, 
communities and soci-
eties, where all are equal 
in dignity. Human rights 
derive from this dignity, as 
do human duties, like the 
responsibility to welcome 
and assist the poor, the sick, 
the excluded, every one of 
our “neighbors, near or far 
in space and time.” [9]

— Care for the com-
mon good:

Every aspect of social, 
political and economic 
life achieves its fullest end 
when placed at the service 
of the common good, in 
other words, “the sum total 
of social conditions which 
allow people, either as 
groups or as individuals, to 
reach their fulfillment more 
fully and more easily.” [10] 
Consequently, our plans 
and projects should always 
take into account their 
effects on the entire human 
family, and consider their 
consequences for the pres-
ent and for coming gen-
erations. The COVID-19 
pandemic has shown us 
the truth and timeliness 
of this fact. In the face of 
the pandemic, “we have 
realized that we are in the 
same boat, all of us fragile 
and disoriented, but at the 
same time important and 
needed, all of us called to 
row together,” [11] since 
“no one reaches Salvation 
by themselves”[12] and no 
state can ensure the com-
mon good of its population 
if it remains isolated. [13]

— Care through soli-
darity:

Solidarity concretely ex-
presses our love for others, 
not as a vague sentiment 
but as a “firm and per-
severing determination 
to commit oneself to the 
common good; that is to 
say to the good of all and of 
each individual, because we 
are all really responsible for 
all.” [14] Solidarity helps us 
to regard others — wheth-

er as individuals or, more 
broadly, as peoples or na-
tions — as more than mere 
statistics, or as a means to 
be used and then discarded 
once no longer useful, but 
as our neighbors, compan-
ions on our journey, called 
like ourselves to partake of 
the banquet of life to which 
all are equally invited by 
God.

— Care and protection 
of Creation:

The Encyclical Laudato 
Si’ is fully aware that all 
Creation is interconnected. 
It also highlights our need 
to listen to the cry of the 
poor and, at the same time, 
to the cry of Creation. Con-
stant and attentive listening 
leads in turn to effective 
care for the earth, our 
common home, and for our 
brothers and sisters in need. 
Here I would once again 
point out that “a sense of 
deep communion with the 
rest of nature cannot be 
authentic if our hearts lack 
tenderness, compassion 
and concern for our fellow 
human beings.” [15] “Peace, 
justice and care for Cre-
ation are three inherently 
connected questions, which 
cannot be separated in such 
a way as to be treated in-
dividually, lest we fall back 
into reductionism”. [16]

7. A compass pointing to 
a common path

At a time dominated 
by a culture of waste, faced 
with growing inequalities 
both within and between 
nations, [17] I urge govern-
ment leaders and those of 
international organizations, 
business leaders, scientists, 
communicators and ed-
ucators, to take up these 
principles as a “compass” 
capable of pointing out 
a common direction and 
ensuring “a more humane 
future”[18] in the process 
of globalization. This will 
enable us to esteem the 

value and dignity of every 
person, to act together in 
solidarity for the common 
good, and to bring relief to 
those suffering from pover-
ty, disease, slavery, armed 
conflicts, and discrimina-
tion. I ask everyone to take 
this compass in hand and to 
become a prophetic witness 
of the culture of care, work-
ing to overcome the many 
existing social inequalities. 
This can only come about 
through a widespread and 
meaningful involvement on 
the part of women, in the 
family and in every social, 
political and institutional 
sphere.

The compass of these 
social principles, so es-
sential for the growth of a 
culture of care, also points 
to the need for relation-
ships between nations to be 
inspired by fraternity, mu-
tual respect, solidarity and 
the observance of interna-
tional law. In this regard, 
we must recognize the need 
to defend and promote 
fundamental human rights, 
which are inalienable, uni-
versal and indivisible.[19]

Likewise urgent is the 
need to respect humanitar-
ian law, especially at this 
time when conflicts and 
wars continue uninterrupt-
ed. Tragically, many regions 
and communities can no 
longer remember a time 
when they dwelt in security 
and peace. Numerous cities 
have become epicenters of 
insecurity: citizens struggle 
to maintain their normal 
routine in the face of indis-
criminate attacks by explo-
sives, artillery and small 
arms. Children are unable 
to study. Men and women 
cannot work to support 
their families. Famine is 
spreading in places where 
it was previously unknown. 
People are being forced to 
take flight, leaving behind 
not only their homes but 
also their family history 
and their cultural roots.

While such conflicts 
have many causes, the 
result is always the same: 
destruction and humanitar-
ian crises. We need to stop 
and ask ourselves what has 
led our world to see con-
flict as something normal, 
and how our hearts can be 
converted and our ways of 
thinking changed, in order 
to work for true peace in 
solidarity and fraternity.

How many resources 
are spent on weaponry, 
especially nuclear weapons, 
[20] that could be used for 
more significant priorities 
such as ensuring the safety 
of individuals, the promo-
tion of peace and integral 
human development, the 
fight against poverty, and 
the provision of health care. 
Global problems like the 
present COVID-19 pan-
demic and climate change 
have only made these 
challenges all the more 
evident. What a courageous 
decision it would be to 
“establish a ‘Global Fund’ 
with the money spent on 
weapons and other military 
expenditures, in order to 
permanently eliminate hun-
ger and contribute to the 
development of the poorest 
countries!” [21]

8. Educating for a cul-
ture of care

Promoting a culture of 
care calls for a process of 
education. The “compass” 
of social principles can 
prove useful and reliable 
in a variety of interrelated 
contexts. Let me offer a few 
examples:

— Educating people to 
care begins in the family, 
the natural and fundamen-
tal nucleus of society, in 
which we learn how to live 
and relate to others in a 
spirit of mutual respect. Yet 
families need to be empow-
ered to carry out this vital 
and indispensable task.

— Together with the 
family, schools and uni-
8 Continued on page seven

Pope delivers World Day of Peace message for 2021
continued from page three
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Shortly after midnight 
on Christmas, Fa-

ther Reginald Foster, papal 
Latinist for 40 years and the 
world’s foremost Latin teach-
er, died at the age of 81 at St. 
Anne’s Home in Milwaukee. 

I had the privilege to be 
his student for four years in 
Rome, from 1995-99. While 
some of the great teachers 
I’ve had in life because of the 
subject matter — like moral 
theology — have had a more 
life-changing impact on me, 
Father Foster, or “Reggie” as 
he wanted to be called, was 
without a doubt my great-
est classroom teacher. He 
took what in many places is 
an arid subject and made it 
absolutely enthralling — and 
did so in the early afternoons, 
when the sleep-inducing 
insulin spikes of big Italian 
lunches were at their stron-
gest. He was entertaining, 
funny, and eccentric, with a 
comedian’s sense of timing 
and perspective coupled to 
2,000 years of Latin humor. 

By the time I had him, I 
had already had many years 
of Latin, but the opportunity 
to study with someone who 
had the reputation for being 
the “best” was irresistible. He 
was so much better, however, 
than I had imagined the best 
would be. 

A true genius, he blew 
up the pedagogies of the 
way Latin is taught almost 
anywhere else, with a focus 
on grammar and the mem-
orization of the conjugations 
of verbs and the declensions 
of nouns and adjectives. He 
turned Latin into a myst-
agogical experience, learning 
it from day one from great 
Latin texts, culled from Cice-
ro and Ovid, from St. Leo the 
Great and St. Augustine, from 
inscriptions on monuments 
in Rome and Liturgical texts. 
He had us, with him, jump 
into the full vitality of a living 
language and in so doing 
not only helped us learn the 
language the way those who 
spoke Latin in former centu-

ries would have picked it up 
as children, but also brought 
us into conversation with 
some of the great thoughts of 
the greatest minds in history. 

Reggie was convinced 
that one of the reasons why 
Latin was dying was because 
of the way it was taught: as an 
intimidating, difficult, almost 
cryptographic autopsy of 
dead texts. He reminded us 
that even dogs used to under-
stand Latin commands and 
that ancient “bums 
and prostitutes” 
spoke it just fine. He 
sought to unite us 
in a shared love of 
the language, having 
us sign a “contract” 
at the beginning 
of class affirming 
our intention to be 
there because we wanted 
to learn the language, and 
not because we needed it to 
fulfill a requirement or at the 
recommendation of some-
one else. He would get into 
trouble with the authorities 
at the Gregorian University 
for allowing scores of Lat-
in-loving auditors to attend 
without inscribing as well as 
for saying to those students 
who were only there to meet 
a requirement that he would 
give the passing grade pro-
vided that they didn’t take up 
space in the classroom and 
waste their, his and everyone’s 
time. He was certainly one of 
a kind. 

The sheer amount of 
time and effort he would give 
to students was incredible. 
He had a full-time job for 
40 years in the Latin Letters 
section at the Secretariat of 
State in the Vatican, which 
required not only translating 
all of the major documents of 
the Church into their defin-
itive Latin versions but also 
composing in Latin many of 
the official letters of the pope 
for episcopal appointments, 
expressions of condolence, 
greetings to heads of state or 
government and so on. After 
that work completed, he 

would then teach every after-
noon two different 90-min-
ute classes, spread over five 
different “experiences,” from 
the first (beginners) to the 
fifth (advanced), each of 
which meeting twice a week. 
In any given year, he would 
have 180-200 students. He 
would learn every student’s 
name as well as the student’s 
strengths and weaknesses. 
He would compose on a 
typewriter new homework 

every year for each of the five 
experiences — called “ludi 
domestici” or “home games” 
— and painstakingly correct 
it himself, with multicolored 
pens, something that would 
take him, on average, about 
six hours a day. 

After I finished my 
studies, I stayed in touch with 
him. I would visit with him 
at least once a year when I 
would be in Rome. We would 
generally meet for breakfast 
at a café just outside St. Peter’s 
Square where we would catch 
up and have a lot of laughs. 
After 2009, when he retired 
from the Vatican and re-
turned to Milwaukee to deal 
with a series of serious health 
issues — and where he would 
continue to receive students 
and teach — we would 
exchange letters and cards a 
couple of times a year. I saved 
all of his correspondence and 
had the chance to go through 
them the day after Christmas. 
Whenever I wrote him, even 
at the risk of being a broken 
record, I would thank him 
for his passing onto me the 
treasure of far greater facility 
in the Latin language and his 
infectious love for it. When-
ever he wrote me, he was so 
positive and encouraging, 

talking about the students 
with which God was still 
blessing him, commenting 
upon some article or televi-
sion appearance he had seen 
of me, and in general just 
expressing his gratitude for 
life and for everything. One 
particularly touching card 
was when he found out I 
had been appointed a papal 
Missionary of Mercy, when 
he wrote a beautiful Latin 
postcard describing the im-

portance of Christ’s 
mercy. Most of his 
cards would start, 
“Rogerio suo pluri-
mam ipse Reginaldus 
salutem” (“Reggie 
wishes Roger much 
health!”) and would 
finish, “Frater Caris-
sime, Roger, Vale!” 
(“Goodbye, Dearest 

Brother Roger”). 
One of the things Reggie’s 

students — especially semi-
narians, priests and religious 
— needed to confront when 
taking his classes was his oc-
casionally scandalous behav-
ior. He was anti-authoritarian 
and disobedient. Rather than 
wear his Carmelite religious 
habit, he would dress basi-
cally in a janitor’s outfit from 
JC Penny. He would often 
take beer or wine into the 
classroom and drink while 
class was ongoing. He wanted 
to be called Reggie rather 
than Father. He would say 
some highly tendentious 
things with regard to Church 
teaching in the classroom 
and in interviews, like on Bill 
Maher’s “Religulous.” 

Most of us were prepared 
for it before entering his 
classes and so we were not 
shocked upon hearing it and 
most, at least, just numbered 
it among his eccentricities. 
But as I observed more care-
fully over the years and had 
conversations with him about 
it, I began to be convinced 
that most of that involved 
inappropriate overreactions 
to some sound Spiritual 
insights. While an intellec-

tual genius, Reggie always 
struck me as emotionally in a 
state of rebellion against the 
scrupulosity of teens and a 
rigid formation system when 
young men could get booted 
from seminary for reading 
the Bible after lights out or 
taking a puff of a cigarette, 
and against the corruption he 
saw up close as a priest in the 
late 60s and 70s and then in 
his work in the Vatican. Most 
of us outlandish behavior and 
comments flowed, I think, 
from an essentialism with 
regard to the faith that led 
him to criticize less import-
ant things for the sake of the 
more important, an inappro-
priate bombast against things 
he didn’t like in the ways 
certain truths were taught or 
by whom they were taught. 

In depth, Reggie re-
mained in faith the young boy 
who would make vestments 
out of bed sheets to practice 
Mass, who from his earliest 
days wanted to be a priest, a 
Carmelite and do Latin. 

When Reggie celebrated 
Mass, he would always stress 
the “meum” in the “This is 
My Body” and “This is the 
chalice of My Blood.” He 
identified very deeply with 
those mysteries and prayed 
Mass very devoutly. That, 
to me, was always the “real” 
Reggie, notwithstanding 
the public impiety he would 
occasionally evince. 

I pray that that internal 
identification with Christ in 
the new and eternal Passover, 
that zeal for God despite 
the inappropriate ways that 
that zeal would sometimes 
manifest, will be his ultimate 
earthly valedictory and the 
main subject of his Christ-
mas conversation with the 
Magister, Salvator, and Iudex 
Whom he would lovingly 
hold in his hands each morn-
ing and Whom we pray now 
holds him forever. 

Anchor columnist 
Father Roger Landry can be 
contacted at fatherlandry@
catholicpreaching.com.

Remembering Reginaldus Magnus
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As we come to the end of the Christmas season this weekend, we con-
tinue to need the light of Christ to shine in our darkness. At the Baptism 
of the Lord, another epiphany (revelation) occurred, 30 years after the 
Wise Men came to adore the Lord in Bethlehem. After the Wise Men 
departed, hundreds of innocent boys were slaughtered by King Herod 
the Great. After Jesus was baptized, John the Baptist was arrested and 
eventually put to death by a younger King Herod, at the behest of his 
wife/sister-in-law, Herodias.

The darkness of sin fights the light. As St. John the Evangelist wrote, 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” 
(Jn 1:5). The darkness that we are experiencing this year (and last) may 
be multifaceted, but Christ’s presence is infinite. As Amanda Tarantelli 
writes on page 12, if we keep our vision focused on Christ’s Eucharistic 
presence, we, too, can be confident of His light in our world.

Our sadness at the darkness we find in our nation, our world, even in 
the Church, should not totally distract us from the presence of Christ’s 
light. The devil wants us to give up, or to think that we can use his weap-
ons (sin) to somehow fight for good. 

That’s a temptation to which John the Baptist did not give in. He 
witnessed the epiphany at the Jordan River, where he heard the voice 
of God the Father, while he baptized God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit appeared as a dove. He could recall that glorious day while he 
languished in Herod’s prison. He did not give up witnessing to the truth 
even while incarcerated, sending messages to his followers and debating 
with Herod. 

We are called to be like John the Baptist, to testify to the Light of 
Christ, while acknowledging that we are not the light. There is no way 
we individually could enlighten this world, this valley of tears, but if we 
allow Christ to be the light in our own souls, to help us turn away from 
the darkness of our own sins, then we can participate in His lighting up 
of our society.

Speaking about Christ last Sunday in his Angelus address, Pope Fran-
cis said, “He desires a great intimacy. He wants us to share with Him 
our joys and sufferings, desires and fears, hopes and sorrows, people 
and situations. Let us do this, with confidence: let us open our hearts to 
Him, let us tell Him everything. Let us pause in silence before the crib 

to savor the tenderness of God Who became near, Who became flesh. 
And without fear, let us invite Him among us, into our homes, into our 
families. And also — everyone knows this well — let us invite Him  into 
our frailties. Let us invite Him, so that He may see our wounds. He will 
come and life will change.”

After having lived through the year 2020, we should know that we are 
not individually invincible, either physically or Spiritually. We should 
see that we are dependent upon God, both directly in our prayer and 
through the help that God offers us through countless other people. 
This dependence helps us to remember that God is our Father and our 
Brother and that He calls us to be mother, sister and brother to Him (cf. 
Mt 12:50; Mk 3:35).

However, we are tempted to forget that we were created and re-
deemed to be part of a family. The pope commented Sunday, “It is 
true, there is the temptation to take care only of our own interests, to 
continue to wage war, for example, concentrating only on the econom-
ic aspect, to live hedonistically, that is, seeking only to satisfy our own 
pleasure — there is that temptation. I read something in the newspa-
pers that saddened me greatly: in one country, I forget which, more 
than 40 aircraft left, to enable people to flee from the lockdown and to 
enjoy the holidays. But those people, good people, did they not think 
about those who stayed at home, about the economic problems faced 
by many people who have been floored by the lockdown, about the 
sick? They thought only about taking a holiday for their own pleasure. 
This pained me greatly.”

As we face the continuing pandemic, as well as other crises in our 
nation and in the Church, we can either just think about ourselves or 
we can ask God to help us see how we can help spread His light. John 
the Baptist even tried to share that light with his captor Herod. Let us 
ask the Baptist to intercede for us, asking him to help us see in what 
surprising situations God would like us to help cast away the darkness 
by bringing His Divine love. 

The last part of the three aspects of the Epiphany is the Wedding at 
Cana, where Jesus revealed His Divinity by turning water into wine. 
What Mary said to the waiters about Her Son should be heeded by us, 
too: “Do whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5).

The lighT of The epiphanies
Editorial

Daily Readings † January 16 - January 29
Sat. Jan. 16, Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10,15; Mk 2:13-17. Sun. Jan. 17, Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, 1 Sm 3:3b-10,19; Ps 40:2,4,7-10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 
17-20; Jn 1:35-42. Mon. Jan. 18, Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22. Tue. Jan. 
19, Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2,4-5,9,10c; Mk 2:23-28. Wed. Jan. 20, Heb 7:1-
3,15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6. Thu. Jan. 21, Heb 7:25—8:6; Ps 40:7-10,17; Mk 
3:7-12. Fri. Jan. 22, Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8,10-14; Mk 3:13-19. 
Sat. Jan. 23 Heb 9:2-3,11-14; Ps 47:2-3,6-9; Mk 3:20-21. Sun. Jan. 24, Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jon 3:1-5,10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20. 
Mon. Jan. 25, Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1-2; Mk 16:15-18. Tue. Jan. 
26, 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-3,7-8a,10; Mk 3:31-35. Wed. Jan. 27, Heb 
10:11-18; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 4:1-20. Thu. Jan. 28, Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-4b,5-6; 
Mk 4:21-25. Fri. Jan. 29, Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6,23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34.
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8 Continued from page four

versities – and, in some 
respects, the communi-
cations media — are also 
responsible for education.
[22] They are called to pass 
on a system of values based 
on the recognition of the 
dignity of each person, 
each linguistic, ethnic and 
religious community and 
each people, as well as the 
fundamental rights arising 
from that recognition. Ed-
ucation is one of the pillars 
of a more just and fraternal 
society.

— Religions in gen-
eral, and religious leaders 
in particular, can play an 
indispensable role in hand-
ing on to their followers, 
and to society at large, the 
values of solidarity, respect 
for differences, and concern 
for our brothers and sisters 
in need. Here I think of the 
words spoken in 1969 by 
Pope Paul VI to the Ugan-
dan Parliament: “Have no 
fear of the Church; she 
honors you, she educates 
honest and loyal citizens for 
you, she does not foment 
rivalries and divisions, she 
seeks to promote healthy 
liberty, social justice, and 
peace. If she has any prefer-
ence at all, it is for the poor, 
for the education of little 
ones and of the people, for 
the care of the suffering and 
abandoned.” [23]

— Once more I encour-
age all those engaged in 
public service and in inter-
national organizations, both 
governmental and non-gov-
ernmental, and all those 
others who in various ways 
are involved in the areas of 
education and research, to 
work towards the goal of a 
“more open and inclusive 
education, involving patient 
listening, constructive dia-
logue and better mutual un-
derstanding.” [24] It is my 
hope that this appeal, made 
in the context of the Global 
Compact on Education, will 
be broadly acknowledged 

and accepted.
9. There can be no peace 

without a culture of care
The culture of care thus 

calls for a common, sup-
portive and inclusive com-
mitment to protecting and 
promoting the dignity and 
good of all, a willingness 
to show care and compas-
sion, to work for recon-
ciliation and healing, and 
to advance mutual respect 

and acceptance. As such, it 
represents a privileged path 
to peace. “In many parts of 
the world, there is a need 
for paths of peace to heal 
open wounds. There is also 
a need for peacemakers, 
men and women prepared 
to work boldly and cre-
atively to initiate processes 
of healing and renewed 
encounter.” [25]

At a time like this, when 
the barque of humanity, 
tossed by the storm of the 
current crisis, struggles to 
advance towards a calmer 
and more serene horizon, 
the “rudder” of human 
dignity and the “compass” 
of fundamental social 
principles can enable us 

together to steer a sure 
course. As Christians, we 
should always look to Our 
Lady, Star of the Sea and 
Mother of Hope. May we 
work together to advance 
towards a new horizon of 
love and peace, of fraternity 
and solidarity, of mutual 
support and acceptance. 
May we never yield to the 
temptation to disregard 
others, especially those in 

greatest need, and to look 
the other way; [26] instead, 
may we strive daily, in 
concrete and practical ways, 
“to form a community 
composed of brothers and 
sisters who accept and care 
for one another.” [27]

From the Vatican, 
8 December 2020

Franciscus
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Editor’s note: Prior to Father Lupo’s in-
terview with Father David Reid, SS.CC., who 
most recently served as administrator of Our 
Lady of Assumption in New Bedford, until 
health problems caused him to resign that 
assignment. Father Reid offers a brief reflection 
of his life as a religious priest. This is a two-
part story, with the second installment running 
in the January 22 Anchor.

“Religious life ought to promote growth in 
the Church by way of attraction. The Church 
must be attractive. Wake up the world! Be wit-
nesses of a different way of doing things, of act-
ing, of living! — It is this witness that I expect of 
you. Religious should be men and women who 
are able to wake the world up.”

 When I entered the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts, novices did not take new names 
when they made their profession of vows. So 
my name David Patrick is how I was named 
the day I was baptized back in 1942, two days 
after birth, no doubt on the way home from the 
hospital. I was the fifth of seven children born 
to Alex and Elizabeth Reid. Although there was 
rationing and some bombing, Dublin where I 
grew up, was spared in the time of the Second 
World War. Life was frugal, family and church 
centered and schooling was done by the Sis-
ters of Mercy and the Irish Christian Brothers. 
Almost every Friday another priest or brother 
came from a religious order to speak about 
vocations. I chose the SS.CC. because both my 
brother and cousin were already students there. 
We had the practice of Night Adoration in the 
Home, a way of family prayer promoted by the 
SS.CC., and this made a great impression on me. 
When I entered in 1959 my novice master gave 
us many instructions on the practice, where it 
came from and how a life of reparative prayer 
could change the world. 

After a year of novitiate in Ireland, I head-
ed to seminary life in New Hampshire. For a 
city kid, this was more country after a year of 
it in the Irish midlands. There were 100 stu-
dents in the seminary and we had a set way of 
doing things. I went to Catholic University in 
D.C. to begin theology but finished off back in 
New Hampshire due to a change in educational 
policy. However, my interest in theology was 
awakened and particularly in Biblical studies. 
With final vows in 1963 and ordination in 1966, 
I headed back to Catholic University and then 
onto the Biblical Institute in Rome. The experi-
ence at Catholic University during the first year 
of Vatican II and then later life in Rome during 
the time of Paul VI were rich experiences. I 

Which way religious life?
An interview with Father David Reid, SS.CC.An interview with Father David Reid, SS.CC.

Special to The Anchor
By Father David Lupo, SS.CC.,
Pastor, St. Mary Parish, Fairhaven

learned a bit and saw a lot. Studies over, I went 
to Washington, D.C. where I taught Scripture 
for 18 years at the Washington Theological 
Union. I did get a leave to return to Rome and 
complete a doctorate in Biblical theology. What 
can I say? Well you really do not know a sub-
ject until you have to teach it and my students 
taught me a lot. I was always pastorally engaged 
and particularly in offering Adult Education 
classes in parishes. I loved directing retreats.

Fast forward to a discernment that I need-
ed to experience more of pastoral life. So I left 
academia and headed into the life of inner city 

pastoral work in Rochester, N.Y. Reparative 
love in action and coming to know the ups and 
downs of both diocesan and parish life. After 
eight years there, an assignment brought me to 
the Fall River Diocese but not for long before 
I was elected Provincial to serve for six years. 
Major changes were afoot in religious life and 
the Province was itself international and inter-
cultural. In fact, when I ended as Provincial I 
served in India for four years before I failed to 
receive a return visa. Back in the USA, I served 
in a parish in Maryland and then finally I went 
to Rome as a Postulator General which means I 
was involved in presenting causes to the Vati-
can for canonization. Now I think I am retired 
but it seems only semi and I want it that way. 
Throughout all this time, my desire to be part of 
the repair of the world has never left me and I 
feel blessed to feel even more enthusiastic about 
my vocation today than when I began. I am a 
bit of a scavenger but now I believe God is even 
more of a scavenger when I think of what God 
works with in me. 

Question 1. ”How can Religious Life be 

more attractive today?”
Religious life can be more attractive today 

if the life can be seen for what it is. It is one way 
to live the Gospel of Jesus as that one way is 
illustrated in the life and mission of a Congrega-
tion’s respective founder or foundress. John the 
Evangelist says that all the books in the world 
could not tell the story of Jesus. There are many 
ways to celebrate the story of our Redemption. 
Every baptized person is involved in the telling. 
Some are called to follow a particular way that 
is for them bold and attractive, compelling and 
beautiful. So to make religious life attractive? 
Constantly chip away. What do I mean? In a 
piece of marble Michelangelo saw the Pieta and 
he chipped away to allow the beauty to be re-
vealed. In religious life, we see the image of Jesus 
and chip away the individual and institutional 
things that build up over time to hide the beauty 
and make it more difficult to hear and heed the 
call to holiness. Within the Church, religious life 
needs always to be pruned and reformed. 

Question 2. Can everyone agree on what 
that Michelangelo looks like, that thing of beau-
ty in which we all share?

Yes and no. No, not everyone will see the 
beauty that the artist saw. But one who knows 
beauty will rejoice that Michelangelo saw it 
that way. People would no longer travel hun-
dreds of miles to see the Pieta if it did not make 
them feel better about being human. As does 
a red ladybird upon a stalk (Patrick Pearse). 
Pope Francis says that the way of beauty is how 
we will evangelize the world. Just as teaching 
needs to be rooted in witness, doctrine needs 
to be rooted in the beauty of Liturgy. Beauty is 
to art what holiness is to religion. Francis’ way 
of beauty, as Augustine’s before him, is assured 
because we as humans are made for beauty just 
as we are called to holiness. Religious life is a 
call to holiness and it is a call to beauty and all 
the dimensions of beauty: trusting the more 
that there is to life, the experience of goodness, 
rejoicing in the truth, the joy of harmony. We 
believe as Christians that we are made for the 
beauty of Christ and religious life is a call to 
explore the Gospel beauty of Jesus Christ in a 
community life of service. 

Q.3. I don’t know much about art — and 
some of the stuff I’ve seen at the Hirshhorn 
Museum in Washington, D.C. caused me to 
laugh — but more people would be attracted to 
Michelangelo’s David, or DaVinci’s Mona Lisa 
than to something by Paul Jackson Pollack. The 
abstract doesn’t attract as much, to me. I look 
to see the human in the beautiful. So I look for 
the beautiful and human in Religious Life. Is 
that what you’re saying?

A. You are correct Jackson Pollack is not 
8 Turn to page 14
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“O star of wonder, star of night, star with 
royal beauty bright.

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide 
us to thy perfect light.” —  John Hopkins Jr. in 
1857

I am not exactly known as a star gazer 
but I do recall times in my high school 

years when, during class time, I caught myself 
looking out the window, either because I was 
desperately looking for inspiration or was 
just plain bored in class that day. Still I have 
looked toward the heavens on a few occasions 
in my time, be that to forecast the weather or 
to check out a twinkling star or an approach-
ing unidentified flying object.

So it was last night, as daylight faded 
away and clouds drifted past, I sat on my 
front porch in the company of my three cats 
(Their feline brothers have gone to cat heav-
en) and looked skyward to the southwest over 
mainland Molokai. After some cloud cover 
had moved away, I saw it, the fabled “Star of 
Bethlehem.” As I kept my gaze focused on 
it, I could see the near merger of the planets 
Jupiter and Saturn. It was obvious that, even 
in this time of COVID-19, this pair were not 
observing social distancing. Actually, they 
appeared to be hugging and kissing and, as 
my eyes were fixed on them, they seemed to 
wink at me.

It had been an extra busy week for some 
of our resident workers. Not only did they 
have their regular tasks to perform, they 
spent much of their spare time prepping for 
the annual Christmas Lion’s Club celebra-
tion. This year’s highlight was the candy cane 

Star of wonder
competition. It was an evening of lights and 
candy cane displays and was a spectacular 
production. As a joke, I had entered, as a can-
dy cane, a carrot striped with a Bic whiteout 

and topped with the hook from a white plastic 
clothes hanger. Later I was shocked to receive 
a prize for the only edible candy cane present-
ed. I pray that nobody was tempted to taste it.

Saturday morning found us in St. Fran-

cis Church preparing the Sanctuary for the 
celebration of Christ’s birthday on Christmas. 
It was a team effort since we were somewhat 
shorthanded this year. I sent pictures of 
the final product taken by the one and only 
Kaohulani McGuire. Auntie Meli Watanuki 
is featured prominently. You will not see the 
star of Bethlehem because it was not in range 
at the time of the photo taking but be assured 
that it shone down on us on Christmas Eve 
along with myriad of stars in the heavens, as 
we celebrated the birthday of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. “Star of wonder, star of night, star with 
royal beauty bright.”

 Aloha.
Anchor columnist Father Killilea is 

pastor of St. Francis Church in Kalaupapa, 
Hawaii.
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publication that provides a Spiritual 
uplift and keeps 
Catholics connected to our 
Church — locally and beyond.

If you are not a subscriber or 
are interested in giving an Anchor 

subscription as a gift, please consider 
subscribing for 

$29/year at www.
fallriverdiocese.org/

subscribe or mail 
a check to: Anchor 

Press, P.O. Box 318, 
Congers, N.Y., 10920.

Auntie Meli is in charge of the Christmas decorations at St. Francis Church every year.
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The unborn child is a 
human life that must be 
protected. That precious 
child has no voice to protect 
itself from the evils of abor-
tion. The Catholic Church 
recognizes that it has a 
primary moral responsi-
bility to speak for the most 
vulnerable among us — the 
unborn. That responsibility 
is at the center of the Cath-
olic moral vision. Because 
of its centrality, the Church 
must oppose the directly 
intended taking of human 
life through abortion at 

any stage of pregnancy. It 
is a serious moral wrong 
and directly undercuts our 
unyielding goal to promote 
the common good through-
out a civil society. 

We are deeply disap-
pointed by the failure of the 
Massachusetts legislature 
to uphold Governor Baker’s 
veto of legislation which 
further expands access to 
abortion in the Common-
wealth beyond 24 weeks of 
pregnancy.  The new legis-
lation also reduces from 18 
to 16 years old the require-

ment for a teen-ager to have 
the benefit of adult counsel 
(parental or judicial) prior 
to seeking an abortion.  

With the issue of abor-
tion at the forefront of our 
ministries, we recommit 
ourselves to defend life 
from conception to natural 
death. Our commitment 
to human dignity also 
includes strongly opposing 
capital punishment and 
physician-assisted suicide, 
but it does not end there. 
We will also continue to 
defend life by protecting 

immigrants and refugees 
seeking our assistance, by 
serving the poor in our 
communities and by a con-

Roman Catholic Bishops Statement on Abortion Expansion
stant appeal to others in our 
society to see the fragile ties 
which hold us together as a 
civil community. 

His Eminence Sean P. O’Malley, OFM., Cap.
Archbishop of Boston

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.
Bishop of Fall River

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester

Most Reverend William D. Byrne
Bishop of Springfield
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When listening to 
the Gospel at 

Mass we often hear Jesus 
referring to Himself as 
“The Son of Man.” This 
always confused me. If 
Jesus was God why didn’t 
He call Himself “The Son 
of God?”

We ended the Liturgi-
cal year on Nov. 22, 2020 
on the feast of Christ the 
King. In the Gospel from 
Matthew that Sunday we 
heard Jesus say to His 
disciples, ”When the Son 
of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with 
Him, He will sit upon His 
glorious throne, and all 
the nations will be assem-
bled before Him” (Mt. 
25:31).

This is an interesting 
verse with language fit for 
a king. The King will come 
in glory with angels and a 
throne. All the people will 
come to honor Him. Yet 
the King is called the “Son 
of Man.” Why didn’t He 
call Himself the ”Son of 
God?” Wouldn’t that carry 
more authority and in-
fluence? Wouldn’t that be 
more “kingly?” Even the 
people of Jesus’ time were 
confused. Hardly anybody 
called Him that. But in 
the Gospels Jesus often 
referred to Himself as the 
Son of Man.

In that Gospel read-
ing from Mathew, Jesus is 
portrayed as both shep-
herd and sheep. On one 
hand He is a king Who will 
judge our actions. On the 
other hand He will suffer 
for humanity. We are the 
sheep — the Biblical ex-
pression which means the 
people of God. Because of 
His humanity He is like us. 

In the Book of Dan-
iel, a figure described as 

”one like a son of man” is 
portrayed surrounded by 
the glory offered to lead-
ers who receive universal 
veneration. “All peoples, 
nations, and languages 
should serve Him” (Dn 
7:14). So the Son of Man 
in the Old Testament rep-
resents an exalted figure 
— a special human. Today 
we understand the Son of 
Man refers to Jesus being 
the Messiah and 
of Jesus being 
perfectly human. 
He is not only an 
exalted ruler over 
humanity but 
also is humanity’s 
Salvation. The 
Son of Man was 
not just a human 
figure but was an exalted 
Heavenly figure highlight-
ed within the history of 
Salvation. By using the 
term Son of Man from 
Daniel, Jesus was calling 
Himself Human, Messiah, 
Redeemer and King and 
fulfilling the Old Testa-
ment. 

Matthew paints a 
picture of Jesus, the Son 
of Man, who puts Himself 
at the service of all. “For 
the Son of man also came 
not to be served but to 
serve, and to give His life 
as a ransom for many” 
(Mt 20:28). As a Divine 
person, He was fully 
entitled to be served. But 
in saying He had “come 
to serve,” He shows an 
aspect of God’s love for 
us. Although He has the 
authority and the power to 
make Himself be served, 
He puts Himself “at the 
service” of His creatures.

Interestingly, another 
reason Jesus called Him-
self the Son of Man was 
because the disciples were 

posturing for a higher 
place in the Kingdom of 
God. He reminded them 
that His role, the role of 
the Son of Man, was a 
role of service. His ulti-
mate act of service was 
the sacrifice of His life for 
humankind.

There is a Gospel pas-
sage from John where Jesus 
calls Himself the Son of 
God although not in those 

exact words. Jesus told the 
Jewish religious leaders, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, 
before Abraham came to 
be, I AM” (Jn 8:58). In 
saying this, Jesus assumed 
the name of God. The Jew-
ish religious leaders knew 
what God said to Moses in 
the Old Testament, “God 
replied to Moses: I am 
Who I am. Then He added: 
This is what you will tell 
the Israelites: I AM has 
sent me to you” (Ex.3:14). 
When Jesus called Him-
self “I AM,” He was using 
the Old Testament words 
to claim He is God. The 
Jewish leaders understood 
that He was calling Him-
self God so they attempted 
to stone Jesus to death for 
blasphemy. 

When Jesus was being 
put to death it was hard to 
believe He was a king. He 
was the son of a carpen-
ter. He led a simple life. 
He had no army rising to 
His defense. His followers 
were poor fisherman who 
deserted Him in fear. He 

was clearly not seen as a 
king Who commanded 
worldwide authority with 
angels from Heaven at His 
command.

In the Gospel of John, 
Jesus said to the crowd in 
Jerusalem, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified” (Jn 12:23). 
Now that we know what 
the Son of Man means, 
what does Jesus mean by 

being glorified? 
In this passage 
Jesus explains 
that He is to die 
and be raised up 
again. Jesus asks 
us to serve Him 
and proclaims 
that God will 
honor those who 

serve Him. Jesus is God 
and intimately connect-
ed to His Father. Jesus 
is human and intimately 
connected to humankind. 
Through Jesus, the for-
merly hidden love of God 
is revealed to us. Jesus 
knew He was to be put to 
a violent death and yet 
He still chose to glorify 
the Father and fulfill His 
mission. When Jesus said 
this, a voice spoke from 
Heaven, “I have glorified 
it and will glorify it again.” 
Some thought it was 
thunder. Others thought it 
was an angel. However it 
was interpreted, these are 
all signs from Someone 
very powerful like God in 
Heaven. Finally Jesus said, 
“Now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out.” 
The “ruler of this world” is 
the evil that consumes the 
world. It will be unmasked 
and driven out. The ruler 
will be found guilty and 
Jesus, previously con-
demned, will be found 
innocent. Jesus will draw 

everyone to Himself. 
Jesus was THE special 

human unlike any other. 
He was both God and 
man, human and Divine. 
His special, exalted nature 
resulted in our Redemp-
tion. He did not flaunt His 
Godly, kingly powers. He 
deeply connected Himself 
to us through our com-
mon humanity. Because 
Jesus is God and Jesus is 
like us, He has permanent-
ly bonded humanity to 
the Father and has made a 
place for us in Heaven.

Consider the world 
today. The Old Testament 
is fulfilled. People from 
every nation worship Jesus 
in almost every language. 
The Son of Man is af-
firmed as our King, our 
God, our Brother and our 
Savior.

May the Spirit of God 
grant us the wisdom to 
understand our faith and 
the courage to bring our 
faith to life in the world.

Glory to God, Jesus 
Christ, Son of Man, King 
of the Universe! 

Scripture passages are 
taken from the New Amer-
ican Bible, Revised Edition. 
This is the Bible translation 
used at Mass in the Unit-
ed States. You can view 
it online at https://bible.
usccb.org/bible

Rick Swenton is a 
parishioner at St. Pius 
the Tenth Church in 
South Yarmouth and is a 
member of the choir and 
a cantor. He has a cer-
tificate in Lay Ministry 
from the Archdiocese of 
Hartford with a focus on 
Liturgy and Music. He is 
a published church music 
composer. He resides with 
his wife, Gail, in South 
Dennis.

Jesus the Son of Man
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Focus on church YouthFocus on church Youth

I do not need to re-
mind anyone that 

2020 was, as they say on 
social media, a dumpster 
fire. We have seen a world-
wide pandemic, the death 
of loved ones and beloved 
celebrities, severe and un-
usual weather (really?!? an 
earthquake in New Bed-
ford?), financial crisis for 
many, and a loss of a sense 
of security. We had new 
worries and new stresses. 
Mental health issues were 
at an all time high. To say 
it was a difficult year, is an 
understatement.

We also know however, 
that 2020 can be seen as 
20/20 as well. Perfect vision. 
In a year that begins and 
ends with great strife and 
difficulties, it can get easy 
to focus on the negative. 
When we get an eye exam, 
the first thing we notice is 
the big E on the top of the 
chart. Often the bottom 
line is something we have 
to strain to see (for some 
of us it can be the second 
or third line that we strain 

to see). The E is easy to see 
and in order to see all on 
the chart, some people need 
prescription lenses while 
others only need to be ask 
to read the lowest line that 
they can see.

Maybe 2020 is 
our acknowledg-
ment that we need 
an eye exam and 
perhaps, we need 
stronger lenses. I 
challenged people 
on my Facebook to 
comment on some-
thing in 2020 that brought 
them joy. For some people, 
like my husband, it was a 
new job. Both of my maids 
of honor each bought a new 
home this year. For others 
it was other big milestones 
like graduating, getting 
married, entering the mili-
tary, and having a baby. For 
some it was staying healthy, 
being able to travel home 
for a little while, watching 
their children get along, 
playing with their dogs, and 
new friendships. For me, I 
made a joke with a priest 

I know (I won’t say who 
here) that in 2020 I was go-
ing to make him my bestie! 
Well a pandemic hit and 
the world got stressful and 
he ended up being one of 
the constants in the chaos. 

What started as a joke has 
turned into a friendship 
that I could not imag-
ine gaining. He has truly 
become my best friend and 
it has brought me so much 
joy. As a lifelong member of 
the Diocese of Providence 
but an  employee here, I 
finally became a member 
of a parish in this diocese 
(Transfiguration of the Lord 
Parish in North Attleboro) 
and I love attending Mass 

there! 
This year has also 

shown us things that we can 
not take for granted. Sud-
denly we could not go to 
the places we were used to 
going to and we could not 

spend time with 
those people in 
our lives for whom 
we cherish. I think 
more than anything 
else, I recognized 
how much I took 
the Eucharist for 
granted. As a cradle 

Catholic, we just know 
that we will go to Mass on 
Sunday (and during the 
week as well) and we will be 
able to receive Christ. And 
then March came and many 
of us went months without 
receiving this beautiful gift. 
While I missed my freedom 
and my friends and my 
students, there was nothing 
that I longed for more than 
the Eucharist. It made my 
heart break for those peo-

ple, for whatever reason, 
who cannot receive Him. 
It made me remember that 
First Communion and how 
I need to approach each 
time I receive Communion 
as if it was the first time, the 
last time and the only time.

As we enter into 2021, 
let us not forget to look for 
the last line on the eye chart. 
Let us focus on what brings 
us joy and not just what 
causes us stress or sadness. 
And most importantly, let 
us remember that Christ’s 
presence in the Eucharist is 
the greatest gift of every year 
and continue to thank Him 
for all those joys He offers 
us. Have a blessed New Year!

Anchor columnist 
Amanda Tarantelli has been 
a campus minister at Bishop 
Stang High School in North 
Dartmouth since 2005. She 
is married, a die-hard sports 
fan, and resides in Cranston, 
R.I. She can be reached at 
atarantelli@bishopstang.org. 

Please read the lowest line you can

tentions helps your family 
connect on a deeper level, 
as you’re reminded of the 
struggles or excitements 
each person experienced 
that day and allows you to 
come together to pray over 
them.
Choose a lovely “Prayer 
Candle”

Set a “prayer candle” 
on your dinner table and 
whenever it’s lit, encour-
age your family to see it 
as a reminder that Christ 
our Light is with you in 
prayer. This is a great way 
to connect in prayer with 
loved ones who may be 
having dinner in anoth-
er home, connecting the 
candle to the meal serves 
as a reminder that while 

you may not be physically 
together, you’re able to 
share the same experi-
ence.
Take a deep breath and 
try again

Be assured grace before 
meals won’t be perfect 
every time. There will be 
distractions, extensive 
whining, regretful eye rolls 
and sometimes discourag-
ing exchanges. Do not be 
disheartened, for one day 
you will fondly look back 
on these moments and rec-
ognize the Spiritual growth 
in your family.

Father Wilfred Ray-
mond, C.S.C., president of 
Holy Cross Family Minis-
tries is available to provide 
further advice that may be 

of use to readers through-
out the season. We have a 
content library available to 
pull from.  

From eBooks such 
as “Grace at Meals,” 
“Budget-Friendly Dates 
Nights,” “How to be Hap-
py for Other People,” and 
many more free resources 
at FamilyRosary.org there’s 
something for every indi-
vidual and family.  Please 
let us know how we may 
be of assistance to help 
bring families together 
during this particularly 
challenging holiday season 
at hcfm.org.

“The family that prays 
together stays together.” 

— Venerable Patrick 
Peyton

HCFM offers tips for families to pray together in 2021
continued from page two
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Please pray for these priests and deacons during the coming weeks:

Jan. 17
Rev. John F. Laughlin, Retired Pastor, Holy Ghost, Attleboro
Rev. Daniel J. McCarthy, SS.CC., Former Provincial Superior, 

Retired Pastor, Holy Redeemer, Chatham, 2002
Rev. Gilles M. Genest, M.S., 2012

Jan. 18
Rev. Paul J. Duff, C.S.C., Retired, Holy Cross Parish, South 

Easton, 2012
Permanent Deacon James Paul Leavitt, 2018

Jan. 19
Rev. Thomas E. O’Dea, Assistant, St. Lawrence, New Bedford, 

1999

Jan. 20
Rev. Roland J. Masse, Assistant, Notre Dame de Lourdes, Fall 

River, 1952

Jan. 21
Rev. Msgr. Henri A. Hamel, USAF, Retired Chaplain, Retired 

Pastor, St. Joseph, New Bedford, 1983

Jan. 23
Permanent Deacon John Cwiekowski, 2001

Jan. 24
Rev. Aaron L. Roche, O.P., Immaculate Conception Mission, 

North Easton, 1870
Rev. Louis A. Casgrain, Pastor, St Mathieu, Fall River, 1920
Rev. Edward H. Finnegan, S.J., Boston College Faculty, 1951
Rev. Thomas F. McMorrow, Assistant, Our Lady of Victory, 

Centerville, 1977
Rev. Cornelius J. O’Neill, Retired Pastor, Sacred Heart, Taunton, 

1999

Jan. 25
Rev. Jack Hickey, O.P., Dismas House, Nashville, Tenn., 1987
Rev. David M. Andrade, Pastor, St. Louis de France, Swansea, 

2018

Jan. 27
Rev. John T. O’Grady, Assistant, Immaculate Conception, Fall 

River, 1919
Rev. Joseph M. Silvia, Pastor, St. Michael, Fall River, 1955
Rev. Thomas E. Lockary, C.S.C., Stonehill College, North Easton, 

1988

Jan. 28
Rev. Joseph M. Griffin, Pastor, St. Mary, Nantucket, 1947
Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Shay, V.F., Pastor, St. John the Evangelist, 

Attleboro, 1961

Jan. 29
Rev. Christiano J. Borges, Retired Pastor, St. John the Baptist, 

New Bedford, 1944
Rev. Albert J. Masse, Pastor, St. Joseph, Attleboro, 1950

In Your Prayers

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Sunday, January 17 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from St. Anthony Church 

in Taunton

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Sunday, January 10 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from Espirito Santo 

Church in Fall River

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on WLNE Channel 6

Sunday, January 10 at 11:00 a.m.

Celebrant is Father Andrew 
Johnson, Parochial Vicar at 

Corpus Christi Parish in East 
Sandwich

Sunday, January 17 at 11:00 a.m.

Celebrant is Father Michael 
Racine, Pastor of the 

Whaling City Catholic 
Community

years, he was also a colum-
nist for the diocesan news-
paper, The Anchor.

Throughout this time, 
he also served as chaplain 
of the Daughters of Isabel-
la in Attleboro, the North 
Attleboro Police Depart-
ment, and Knights of Co-
lumbus, St. John’s Council 

#404 of Attleboro.
He was a Trustee for the 

New Bedford Free Pub-
lic library for many years 
and was the Chairman of 
the Building Committee. 
Throughout his life he was 
an advocate for the home-
less establishing programs 
for their benefit. He was 

instrumental in developing 
the Cobblestone Scholars 
program.

He was an avid reader 
and participated in area 
book clubs. He enjoyed a 
good discussion on any 
subject. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family. 
He was a supporter of the 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue in 
New Bedford and worshiped 
many a Friday morning 
there, ensuring that there 
would be a minyan.

He was a founding 
member of the quadren-
nial roundtable political 
discussion group and 
the New Bedford Light. 
Richard Grace of Swansea 
commented about Father 
Harrington online, “I came 
to know him as devoted to 
improving the lives of poor 
people and homeless people 
and people looked down 
upon by society at large. 
After one of our reading 
sessions at the men’s shelter 
in the South End, I saw him 
take off his jacket and give 
it to one of the down-and-
out men in the home.”

Survivors include his sis-
ter, Gloria E. Healey and her 
husband Walter E. Healey 
Jr. of Lakeville; eight nieces 
and nephews, Jeremy Har-
rington, Alison Harrington, 
Samantha Harrington, 
Patricia Barnes, Kelly Olsen, 
Ryan Healey, Tara Neal and 
Meaghan Healey

He was the brother of 
the late Edmund A. Har-
rington Jr. and Barry J. 
Harrington.

Due to COVID-19, his 
Funeral Mass and burial 
was private. Arrangements 
are by the Saunders-Dwyer 
Home for Funerals, 495 
Park St., New Bedford. For 
online condolence book, 
visit www.saundersdwyer.
com. 

Father Kevin J. Harrington dies at age 70Father Kevin J. Harrington dies at age 70
continued from page twocontinued from page two
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everyone’s cup of tea. In 
knowing that you have 
already learned about 
yourself, your tastes, your 
affinities, your likes. You 
were born for beauty. I 
listen for the spontaneous 
response: “oh! Beautiful!” 
We hear it all day long. 
“Mrs. Brown, I’ll bring you 
the veggies tomorrow,” and 
the response, “Oh, Jack, 
that’s beautiful.” It fits in, 
it is harmonious, there’s a 
plan somewhere and it will 
all work out. The Psalmist 
knew of this beauty when 
the community sang of 
order, chaos and then new 
order. Give praise to God 
on the cusp of new order. 
So many psalms speak of 
rescue, deliverance, Salva-
tion, new beginnings. The 
allure of the worshiping 
community always set a 
new high. The hope of 
being again God’s commu-
nity of praise drew brothers 
and sisters together: “How 
very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together 
in unity” (Ps.133). A song 
of ascent, as the commu-
nity hails Jerusalem, “For 
there the Lord ordained His 
blessing, life forevermore.” 
In the history of the Church 
these words spoke to the at-
tractiveness of religious life, 

a symbol for all the Church, 
a foretaste of the hope of 
our glory to which we are 
called in a holiness of life” 
(cf. Rom 5:2; Col 1:27).

Q4. Indeed, how won-
derful it is when brothers 
or sisters dwell in unity, 
re-quoting Psalm 133. 
Common life is a thing of 
beauty, a joy forever. Yet, 
it seems our American 
attraction to individualism 
and freedom work against 
the masterpiece coming 
about. Do you agree?

A. Religious life is 
within the Church and the 
Church within the Gospel. 
As an alternate form of 
living the Gospel ever since 
the early days of martyr-
dom, religious life is the 
total gift of self. Irresist-
ibly attractive! No wonder 
that the way we speak of 
religious life takes its cue 
from Marriage. In fact, a 
recent religious profession 
from the Trappistines in 
Wrentham, written up in 
The Pilot (Boston Archdi-
ocese) evidenced nuptial 
themes of self-gift in love. 
Yes, your question makes 
great sense. Religious life is 
inculturation, the individ-
ual gives himself or herself 
to the service of God in 
and through the commu-

nity. A new way of being in 
the world and with others: 
that’s culture. Religious life 
upholds the individual; we 
are each uniquely and beau-
tifully made and yet we are 
not our own. We belong to 
others. We belong to Christ 
(cf. 1 Cor 6:19). The Social 
Teaching of the Church 
upholds both the individual 
and the community and the 
Church presents religious 
life as a lesson in humanity 
when so many religious 
orders and congregations 
are intercultural, intergen-
erational and international. 
This is freedom! The capac-
ity to do what is good. The 
question that undergirds all 
commitment: is this what 
you freely want to do? No 
one answers that question 
without first making what is 
called the Novitiate, a time 
of intense preparation to 
free the heart to answer Yes! 
Imagine the Church as in-
tensely preparing people for 
the Sacrament of Marriage 
as brothers and sisters are 
prepared for religious pro-
fession! Music only comes 
to the trained hand. 

Q5. The individual for 
Christ, not self; Freedom for 
Christ, not self. These, lived 
intensely, could wake up 
many, using the term from 
Pope Francis. For that to 
be visible from the outside, 
it must be valued on the 
inside the religious commu-
nity.  How might we become 
more inspired, become 
awakened ourselves?

A. Your question is a 
wake-up call and it recalls 
the words of Ephesians 5:14 
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.” The wake-
up call is the call of beauty; 
note that the word for beau-
ty in Greek “kalos” is close 
to the verb to call “kalein.” 
And of course that means 
imagination. And there is 
no forward movement in 
human life without imagi-
nation, imaging where we 
are going together — to 

God in Whose plural image 
we are made (Gen 1:26). 
Think of the restoration of 
the Sistine Chapel in recent 
years and the imagination 
that both swept the art-
ist and sweeps the viewer 
today. It is high time to 
unloose. Oh for the beauty 
of the Lazarus story! (Jn 
11: 9-16). From work I did 
when in Rome I became 
convinced that men and 
women religious of various 
orders and congregations in 
mission together on the pe-
ripheries (e.g. communities 
of support to immigrants), 
radically sustained in the 
breaking of the bread and 
the sharing of the Word, 
is the call to beauty that 
will awaken us. Religious 
communities are too closed 
up in their own story and 
inadequately catholic in 
not sharing their granaries 
of charismatic gifts for the 
world. May we not hoard 
the gifts of God. St. Paul 
pleaded with the Corinthi-
ans to share, not bottle up. 
There is hope in the many 
secular branches, associa-
tions and other attempts by 
the People of God to decler-
icalize the religious life and 
let loose the life of the Spirit. 
But are we too zoned for 
comfort to stand with others 
in a martyrdom of charity? 
The title of a 2017 Vatican 
document devoted to the re-
newal of religious life could 
be roughly translated “Fresh 
Skins for New Wine.”

Q6. There has been 
much discussion on 
re-imagining religious life. 
Do you believe that the 
de-clericalization of reli-
gious life may awaken us to 
realize our ”first love”?

Interesting that you 
mention “first love.” I found 
myself rereading the “Song 
of Songs” when reflecting 
on these questions. The 
attraction, excitement of 
feeling I wanted to join 
religious life and then the 
sense of unworthiness. 
Was I crazy to think that I 
might fit in? Religious are 
so set apart. And that was 

the uppermost thought 
before Vatican II: set apart, 
cut off, isolated. The real-
ity was that religious were 
part of everything but the 
ethos was clerical in the 
Biblical sense of God’s lot. 
Still a truly valuable under-
standing but not the whole 
picture and not helpful 
when it becomes a vision of 
a small portion that calls all 
the shots. The rules for such 
a small portion became the 
rules for all. And then the 
rule of a small portion was 
how even the word “church” 
was popularly understood. 
Fifty years after Vatican 
II we are still working 
out an alternative. Enter 
Pope Francis who with his 
understanding of commu-
nal discernment and the 
Church as synod has of-
fered a new vision. We are a 
pilgrim people on the road 
together. We are to become 
synodal, yes “on the road 
together” in every which 
way. We are led in the Spirit 
and we have to learn a 
whole new way of listening 
to God together. Religious 
life is no exception and all 
the practices which were 
set up for such synodal 
living have to be redone. 
General chapters, provin-
cial chapters, all meetings 
of the community have to 
be synodal, open, discerning 
and prayerful. There can be 
no cult of personality when it 
comes to founders or leaders 
and no abuse of authority 
as individual fiefdoms. The 
power of the Spirit, gift of 
the Risen Lord is given to all 
and together we will discern 
the movements of that Spirit. 
No monopolies, no caste and 
no exclusion. The ministe-
rial priesthood will shine all 
the more brightly if it can 
be likewise liberated from 
clericalism as Pope Francis 
has consistently maintained 
and the mission through 
Baptism to be missionary 
body of Christ, the priest for 
the world will be more firmly 
grasped by all the baptized. 
What did Augustine say 
about that first love? 

Interview with Father David Reid, SS.CC.   
continued from page eight
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A switch just waiting to be flicked
The last major 

pandemic was, 
depending on the resource 
book, in 1917-18, or 1918-
1919. Some “experts” (I 
guess there were “experts” 
out there before Facebook 
brought out that 
feature in thou-
sands) say it lasted 
for two years be-
cause it was in the 
midst of a world 
war and soldiers 
were carrying the 
virus everywhere 
they went — worldwide.

Last March, in the year 
we no longer like to men-
tion by name, it seemed as 
if a switch was flicked and 
life as most of us know, 
changed, and heartbreak-
ingly for some, ended.

Things we had taken 
for granted for years, if not 
all our lives, were gone, or 
altered in a way that they 
no longer, even remotely 
(excuse the pun, not in-
tended) resembled what 
they once were; including 
the ability to attend and the 
availability of daily Mass 
and Holy Eucharist.

By and large, and that’s 
not counting our grieving 
brothers and sisters who 
lost loved ones, or business-
es, or homes and apart-
ments, or a way to support 
their families, or worked 
the front lines, most of us 
have adapted.

We have learned to 
accept and use phrases and 
words like “the new norm,” 
“unprecedented,” “social 
distancing,” and “self-quar-
antined.”

Wearing a mask has 
become so part of our 
culture and lifestyle that no 
longer do we, on the rare 
occasions we set foot out of 
our dwelling places, have 

to dash back to retrieve a 
forgotten cell phone; that’s 
been replaced by the mask 
dash. Leaving the home 
without a mask is like ven-
turing outside in our undies 
— a social no no.

Family and friends who 
didn’t live with us or very 
close to us became images 
on a laptop or smart phone. 
Communication with 
co-workers and customers 
was reduced to the elec-
tronic age — not that that’s 
where we were headed 
already without the aid of a 
pandemic.

And hugging! Hug-
ging! That’s now a criminal 
offense. Human beings, 
at least those with a heart, 
crave interaction, i.e., a hug, 
a kiss, a hand shake, face-
to-face conversations.

It all ended seemingly  
with the flick of a switch.

Now, in Twenty21 (I 
like to shake up the way I 
write the new year — may-
be it’s superstition, fear, or 
just frustration), it seems 
we are turning a corner. 
Through the tireless ef-

forts of those in the know, 
vaccines are popping up out 
there showing some prom-
ise that maybe, just maybe 
there is a light at the end of 
these, dare I say it, unprece-
dented times.

But as I watch 
this new year un-
fold, I find myself 
wondering a few 
things. Will we ever 
get back to our old 
normal? We our 
new normal (yuck) 
become the stan-
dard normal? And 

if we do get back to our 
old normal, will it be at the 
flick of a switch.

I wonder how it will 
happen. Will we awaken 
one day and be able to go 
to Fenway Park to see a Red 
Sox game? Will we resume 
our usual Mass and Com-
munion schedule? Will 
there be a physical sign of 
peace such as a hug or a 
hand shake?

Or will this happen 
over time, and if so, how? I 
can’t conjure up the image 
of slowly being able to hug 
a family member or friend. 
Will we start with a tap 
on the shoulder and over 
weeks allow that to morph 
into a hug?

And if Twenty21 does 
bring an end to the pan-
demic, will we jump in 
head first, or will we have 
the year that never was 

haunt us and cause us to 
hesitate? Will we be appre-
hensive to attend a concert 
or play or sporting event?

When we go to a restau-
rant will we look at others 
with suspicion and think 
“they don’t look well,” and 
shimmy our seat a little bit 
further away from them? If 
I sneeze in public, because 
of my allergies, will I clear 
out a room? 

I know some people will 
say to just have faith in God 
and let it ride, but none 

of us have ever ridden the 
tsunami of a pandemic, and 
none of us have emerged 
with our heads above water 
after the wave crashes.

Like everyone out there, 
I so long for the day when 
masks are only worn in 
ERs, for Halloween or par-
ties. But I wonder what it 
will be like when the switch 
if finally flicked the oppo-
site way.

But I say bring on the 
flick. Please.
davejolivet@anchornews.
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