
April 2, 2021  †                            1

Diocese of fall RiveR, Mass. † fRiDay, apRil 2, 2021Diocese of fall RiveR, Mass. † fRiDay, apRil 2, 2021

Bishop da Cunha’s 
2001 Easter Message

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As we celebrate another Easter, we are reminded that, 
even in the midst of a pandemic, this is a time of renewal 
and rebirth, of hope and joy. This past year, we have seen 
many difficulties, but the crisis brought by the pandemic 
can also become an opportunity for transformation. If we 
focus on how our struggles and our circumstances can 
strengthen our faith, hope, and love of God, we will truly 
be embracing the message of Easter. When we encounter 
a crisis in our lives, we can, with Christ’s help, find an op-
portunity to emerge more faith-filled and encouraged. As 
St. Paul teaches us, “Do not be conformed to this world 

but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
the Will of God, what is good and ac-
ceptable and perfect” (Rom 12:2).

In the Paschal Mystery of Jesus’ 
Passion, death, and Resurrection, we 
witness eternal life spring forth from 
death, suffering turned into joy, and 
despair replaced with hope. Happi-

ly, Easter always takes place in spring, a time when the 
once barren quiet of winter melts away and signs of new 
life emerge. The past year has been, at times, bleak and 
perhaps even desolate for some, yet, in this Easter sea-
son, like nature itself, we are called to recognize that all 
things are made new again and be an integral part of this 
renewal. The Resurrection of Jesus brings new life to us 
all. May we recognize and be receptive to God’s plan of 
sheer goodness (“Catechism of the Catholic Church,” 
1), prepared for a Spiritual renewal of ourselves and our 
Church. 

Blessings on you and your family, and may we experi-
ence the peace and joy of the Risen Christ in our hearts 
and home. 

My prayers and best wishes for a blessed Easter to all 
of you.

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.
Bishop of Fall River

FALL RIVER — Bishop Ed-
gar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., will be 
principal celebrant and homilist 
of a special Mass of Atonement on 
Sunday, April 11, at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fall River. 
The Mass is planned as part of the 
Fall River diocesan observance of 
Child Abuse Prevention Month 
and Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month.

Every April, child- and 
youth-serving organizations — 
including many Catholic dioceses, 
parishes, and schools — partic-
ipate in National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month to highlight the 
importance of protecting minors 
from abuse. These efforts are part 
of the ongoing work of dioceses 
across the country to carry out 

Bishop to celebrateBishop to celebrate
Mass of AtonementMass of Atonement

the U.S. bishops’ “Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People.”

“The scourge of clergy sexu-
al abuse has deeply wounded so 
many people in our Church,” said 
Carolyn Shipp, who serves as the 
Victim Assistance Coordinator for 
the diocese. 

“It has touched every diocese 
worldwide and continues to affect 
us all — laity and clergy — in 
significant ways. As we celebrate 
the joy of Christ’s Resurrection, we 
also acknowledge April as Child 
Abuse Prevention Month and 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 
While no single statement or 
event can make up for the pain-
ful abuse of our most vulnerable 
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FALL RIVER — St. 
Anne’s Shrine, under the 
care of the all-volunteer, 
laity-led St. Anne’s Shrine 
Preservation Society, is 
in the midst of a 10-year 
effort to renovate, restore, 
and return St. Anne’s to ac-
tive participation in the life 
of the Diocese of Fall River 
and surrounding areas. As 
the largest votive candle 
shrine in Southern New 
England, the Shrine draws 
visitors and pilgrims from 
not only the surrounding 
area, but active donations, 
visits, and inquiries from 
across the United States. 

The Shrine was found-
ed by the French Domin-
icans priests who fled 
France during the late 
1800s and was under the 
care of the Canadian Do-
minicans until the church 
and Shrine were turned 
over to the diocese in 1978. 
After the closure of the 
parish in 2018, the Preser-
vation Society was founded 
to reopen and manage sav-

St. Anne’s Shrine in Fall River in midst of 10-year restoration
By Bryan Boyle, OP tertiary 

Special to The Anchor
ing this registered National 
Historic Landmark and 
preserve it for future gen-
erations.

During this 125th 
anniversary of the Shrine’s 
dedication, several notable 
honors, events, and activ-
ities have taken place or 
are planned at St. Anne’s 
Shrine:

• On Dec. 25, 2020, 
His Holiness Pope Fran-
cis bestowed an Apostolic 
Blessing on St. Anne’s 
Shrine, its chaplain, the 
staff, and all who work to 
preserve this Sacred space. 
The stemma granting this 
special blessing can be seen 
displayed in the Shrine.

• As an indication of 
special favor, a Plenary 
Indulgence was granted by 
the Apostolic Penitentiary 
to pilgrims and visitors 
to the Shrine, under the 
usual conditions of sorrow 
for sin and Sacramental 
Confession, reception of 
the Eucharist, and prayers 
for the pope’s intentions, 
for any visit during the 
month of July, or partici-

pation in the Novena to St. 
Anne (July 17-25), as well 
as granted for the Festival 
Mass on the feast of St. 
Anne, July 26, celebrated 
by Bishop Edgar da Cunha 
S.D.V., D.D.

• The Preservation 
Society’s Liturgical direc-
tors have re-instituted the 
weekly St. Anne Novena 
on Sunday afternoons at 3 
p.m., and during the pen-
itential seasons of Advent 
and Lent have included the 
recitation of evening Ves-
pers from the Daily Office 
after the Novena. 

• Every Friday at 2 
p.m., the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and Rosary are 
prayed in the restored St. 
Jude’s Chapel in the Shrine.

• Through the gen-
erous permission of the 
bishop, Mass is celebrated 
on the First Friday devot-
ed to the Sacred Heart by 
priests of the diocese, and 
on the third Thursday of 
the month, the chaplain, 
Father Edward Murphy 
of the Taunton Catholic 
South parishes, celebrates 

a Healing Mass for the sick 
and infirm of the area.

• A blue-ribbon com-
mittee has been formed to 
begin the formal phase of 
a capital campaign to fund 
the repair of the roof, sta-
bilization of falling plaster, 

and other repairs to permit 
the opening of the upper 
church, closed since 2015. 
Plans are being finalized to 
launch a nation-wide effort 
to seek donations and do-
nors willing to contribute 

The Apostolic Blessing bestowed on St. Anne’s Shrine 
in Fall River by Pope Francis, for its 125th anniversary.

FALL RIVER — The 
Diocese of Fall River 
Catholic Schools Office is 
pleased to announce that 
Kathleen St. Laurent has 
been appointed the interim 
head of school for Bishop 
Connolly High School. St. 
Laurent will assume the du-
ties currently held by pres-
ident, Mr. E. Christopher 
Myron, who announced his 
departure earlier this year. 
St. Laurent has been the 
principal of Bishop Con-
nolly High School for the 
past two years and is highly 
regarded among the school 
administrators across the 

Diocese of Fall River. As 
a graduate of the Boston 
College Lynch Leadership 
Academy, St. Laurent is well 
prepared for the challenges 
of leading Bishop Connolly 
through the ongoing pan-
demic.

St. Laurent began her 
career in 1979, as a critical 
care Registered Nurse at 
the former Truesdale Site of 
Union-Truesdale Hospital 
(currently Charlton Memo-
rial Hospital) in Fall River. 
She developed a passion 
for patient education that 
led to roles as Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Program 

Coordinator and Assistant 
Director for Nursing De-
velopment. In this capacity 

she supervised the nursing 
Education Department as 
well as coordinated nursing 
research, quality assurance 
and professional develop-

ment activities. 
In 1991 she made a 

career change into second-
ary education, accepting 
a position as a science 
teacher at Coyle and Cassi-
dy High School where she 
taught biology, anatomy 
and physiology and bioeth-
ics. Throughout her career, 
she has served as Science 
Department chairperson, 
vice principal of Academ-
ic Affairs and the school’s 
principal. 

St. Laurent has been 
involved in several diocesan 
education initiatives such as 
the development of science 

standards, curriculum 
mapping, the development 
of a diocesan-wide teacher 
evaluation tool and im-
plementation of a blended 
and personalized learning 
initiative. 

Daniel S. Roy, superin-
tendent of Catholic Schools 
for the diocese of Fall River, 
indicated, “Mrs. St. Laurent 
is a deeply committed and 
experienced educational 
leader, and we are very 
blessed to have her at the 
helm of this school. She has 
demonstrated an ability to 
implement state-of-the-art 

Veteran education administrator named interim 
Head of School for Bishop Connolly High School
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RIO GRANDE VAL-
LEY, Texas — Since the 
change in federal adminis-
tration and the beginning 
of the Biden presidency, 
there has been a marked 
change in policy concern-
ing migrants entering 
the United States. Recent 
months have seen the 
largest influx of migrants 
crossing the southern 
border since 2004. Some 
reports indicate that as 
many as 100,000 people 
have crossed the border 
since January 20. Of those, 
reports say more than 
25,000 of them entered the 
Rio Grande Valley in Feb-
ruary. For more than two 
years, thousands of mi-
grants waited in the Mex-
ican border cities, most 
living in tents without 
food, healthcare, clothing, 
or sanitation. Now the tent 
camps are empty and the 
U.S. Border Patrol facilities 
are full. Migrants live in 
crowded conditions while 
awaiting legal release into 
the U.S. Minors are begin-
ning to fill the Southwest 
Key detention facilities 
Casa Antigua and Casa 
Rio Grande in nearby San 
Benito. Some children are 
being separated from the 
adults who accompanied 
them. It should be noted 
that the Trump Admin-
istration was not always 
wrong in this regard.

During the migration 
surge two years ago, DNA 
testing showed that some 
father-son-mother-daugh-
ter travelers were conve-
nient arrangements and 

Father Robert Charlton, SS.CC., offers first-hand report Father Robert Charlton, SS.CC., offers first-hand report 
on migrant ministry in the Texas Rio Grande Valleyon migrant ministry in the Texas Rio Grande Valley

By Father Robert 
Charlton, SS.CC.

Special to The Anchor

not related.
While awaiting entry 

into the United States, 
many of the migrants living 
in the tent camps received 
care via the collaboration of 
the border Catholic dioces-
es of Brownsville and Mat-
amoros. For example, daily 
supplies crossed 
the Rio Grande 
River from Cath-
olic Charities in 
Brownsville to 
Matamoros. Now 
the majority bur-
den of pastoral 
and humanitar-
ian care will fall 
on the Diocese 
of Brownsville 
which is already 
equipped to 
serve.

Two years 
ago in Harlingen, 
our Queen of 
Peace Parish was 
in the forefront 
of migrant hos-
pitality in col-
laboration with 
the city’s govern-
ment, Loaves and 
Fishes (the city-sponsored 
homeless shelter), and 
Catholic Charities — Dio-
cese of Brownsville. Queen 
of Peace was one of two 
principal sites where mi-
grants were received over-
night, given assistance with 
travel arrangements, clean 
clothing, food, legal advice, 
and fraternal welcome. 
This service began on 
Passion Sunday 2019 and 
ended on the last day of 
June 2019 when the Trump 
Administration closed the 
border and implemented 
the “Wait in Mexico” poli-
cy. Now Queen of Peace is 

entering into a new phase 
of migrant hospitality.

Much to the surprise of 
many, the City of Harlingen 
has decided to dedicate its 
Community Center to the 
respite care of migrants. 
As migrants are released 
by the Border Patrol, they 

are transported to Loaves 
and Fishes where they are 
released and tested for 
COVID-19. Those testing 
positive are quarantined in 
a hotel and those testing 
negative are helped to make 
travel arrangements for 
the following day. Starting 

as early as next 
week, the Com-
munity Center 
will be the respite 
site where meals 
will be provided 
by the Loaves 
and Fishes com-
mercial-grade 
kitchen and then 
transported to 
the center, the 
guests will be able 
to shower in a 
mobile unit and 
be given clean 
clothing supplied 
by Queen of 
Peace and other 
charitable entities. 
Loaves and Fishes 
has assigned a full 
time staff person 
for night super-

vision. Daytime care will 
be coordinated by Loaves 
and Fishes employing the 
help of Queen of Peace 
and other parishes’ volun-
teers. Their volunteer job 
descriptions are much the 
same: fraternal welcome, 
assistance coordinating 
travel, legal advice, general 
light cleaning, transport-
ing meals from Loaves 
and Fishes, and arranging 
medical care with volunteer 
nurses and doctors. Bed-
ding and hygiene kits will 
be provided by the Amer-
ican Red Cross. Pastoral 
care in the form of counsel 
and prayer will be offered 
by local deacons and the 
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion by visiting priests of 
the Harlingen Deanery.

In the past two years, 
the youth detention cen-
ters (officially known as 
“Houses of Reunification”) 
have been virtually empty. 
Southwest Key, under con-
tract to the Federal Gov-
ernment, coordinated the Sacred Hearts Sister Norma in the Tent Camp 

in Matamoros, Texas.
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On March 1, Mas-
sachusetts Gov-

ernor Charlie Baker told 
residents in Mattapan 
that when it comes to the 
various COVID-19 vac-
cines, “These are all very 
effective. People don’t need 
to pick one from another. 
People should get vacci-
nated. If you have a chance 
to get a vaccine, you 
should take it, whatever it 
is.”

The governor’s sweep-
ing statement seems to 
imply, first, that everybody 
should get a COVID-19 
shot, and second, that it’s 
not necessary to distin-
guish among the different 
vaccines currently on the 
market, like Moderna, 
Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson 
and eventually others. 

Such a perspective 
fails to acknowledge the 
important factors that are 
part of deciding wheth-
er to receive a particular 
COVID-19 vaccine or any 
other vaccine.

When new or exper-
imental treatments be-
come available, including 
novel vaccines, and we 
have limited knowledge 
of their side effects, ad-
verse events, efficacy, and 
long-term consequences, 
it’s important to realize 
that such treatments are 
never morally obligatory 

Should we take whatever vaccine is offered?
for an individual, nor for a 
whole population. Achiev-
ing herd immunity, while 
clearly an important goal, 
in no way demands that 
everyone must be immu-
nized. 

For those individu-
als who are young and in 
good health, for example, 
and with no comorbidities, 
the risk of adverse out-
comes from a COVID-19 
infection, statistically 
speaking, are very low, on 
a par with the generally 
low risks of being vacci-
nated. They may reason-
ably, therefore, 
decide to decline 
receiving an inoc-
ulation.

For those, 
meanwhile, who 
are more vul-
nerable to the 
coronavirus and 
its potentially damaging 
effects, like those who are 
obese, elderly, diabetic, or 
facing other comorbidities, 
it makes sense for them 
to consider the potential-
ly safer path of vaccina-
tion, rather than risking 
a harmful (or deadly) 
encounter with the virus 
itself. Each person must 
make a careful determi-
nation about whether a 
COVID-19 vaccination is 
appropriate for his or her 
set of circumstances. 

This is no different 
from making decisions 
about other vaccines like 
the shingles vaccine or 
the annual flu shot. When 
people get older, their 
chance of getting shingles, 
for example, increases and 
the CDC recommends 
the shingles vaccine for 
those over 50. Similar to 
COVID-19, the older you 
are, the greater the risk, 
and the greater the need 
to consider the possibility 
of vaccination to avoid the 
painful effects of shingles. 

But it is not mandato-

ry that everyone should 
take the shingles vaccine 
— or the flu shot or the 
COVID-19 vaccine — be-
cause not everyone faces 
the same risks or would 
benefit from it to the same 
degree. 

When deciding which 
vaccine to receive from 
among the FDA-approved 
COVID-19 vaccines, some 
may be considerably more 
effective than others, 
and some may incur side 
effects for certain individ-
uals. 

For example, a com-
pound called polyethylene 
glycol (PEG) has been 

identified as a possible 
trigger for rare allergic or 
anaphylactic reactions in 
some vaccine recipients, 
even in trace amounts. 
According to FDA docu-
ments, both the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines contain 
PEG, while the Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine does 
not. Thus, individuals with 
a PEG allergy effectively 
have only a single choice 
among the three emergen-
cy-use authorized vaccines 
in the US.

Another distinction 
among vaccines from 

Pfizer, Moderna, 
and Johnson & 
Johnson is their 
association with 
cell lines that were 
originally derived 
from human abor-
tions. The Pfizer 
and Moderna 

vaccines are not directly 
produced or manufactured 
by relying on these abor-
tion-related cell lines while 
the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine is directly grown 
in such cells. All three 
vaccine manufacturers, 
however, have carried out 
ancillary or side-testing 
procedures using these cell 
lines.

Using abortion-de-
rived cell lines in scientific 
research and industrial 
development raises signifi-
cant ethical concerns. 

When several vaccine 
candidates are available 
that are equally safe and 
effective, Catholics may 
discern in conscience the 
need to receive a candidate 
that is not associated at all, 
or more distantly associat-
ed, with abortion-derived 
cell lines. People at rela-
tively low risk may also 
decide to wait for a vaccine 

with no connection to 
abortion if one is not yet 
available. They can make 
these choices as matters of 
conscience to avoid entan-
glements with the morally 
unacceptable practice of 
abortion. All of us have a 
right to vaccines with no 
connection to these cell 
lines. Nonetheless, the 
Church also reminds us 
that we are permitted to 
take, under protest, any 
of the currently available 
vaccines, even those most 
directly associated with 
cell lines from abortions, 
if we discern in conscience 
that there is a serious or 
proportionate reason to 
do so. We need to give 
each of these options real 
prayerful and thoughtful 
discernment.

Taken together, these 
considerations show us 
how it is important not to 
gloss over the distinctions 
among various COVID-19 
vaccines and imply, as 
Governor Baker does, that 
everybody should get the 
first version that is avail-
able. 

Rather, each of us 
needs to make careful 
decisions about our own 
health while also making 
conscientious choices in 
the light of legitimate mor-
al concerns. 

Anchor columnist 
Father Pacholczyk 
earned his doctorate in 
neuroscience from Yale 
and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is 
a priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, and serves as 
the director of Education 
at The National Catho-
lic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org and www.
fathertad.com.
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From the time I was a 
child, participating 

in the reading of the Passion 
account on Palm Sunday and 
Good Friday has always been 
jarring. 

The most discomfiting, 
even interiorly violent, part is 
the dialogue between Pontius 
Pilate and the crowd assembled 
in the praetorium. After parad-
ing a scourged Jesus in royal 
purple with a crown of thorns 
before them, the procurator 
asks, as part of the paschal 
pardon, whom the crowd 
wants released to them, Jesus 
or Barabbas. 

I still remember as a young 
child looking around scandal-
ized as packed churches full 
of adults, having been asked 
whether they preferred the 
Lord or a notorious prisoner 
(Mt 27:16), revolutionary (Jn 
18:40) and murderer (Mk 
15:7), shouted out “Barabbas!” 
When Pilate asked what they 
wanted done to Jesus and 
everyone — including my 
parents — clamored repeatedly, 
“Crucify Him!,” I became sick 
to my stomach. 

Later, in college, I attended 
a Good Friday Commemo-
ration of the Passion sung in 
beautiful polyphony except 
for that dialogue with Pilate, 
which was fittingly sung in the 
most discordant and diaboli-
cally shrill ways possible. Since 
ordination, even though I now 
say or chant the part of Jesus, 
it still staggers me, with the 
visceral disquiet of my child-
hood, to hear Christians bellow 
for Barabbas and clamor for 
Christ’s crucifixion.  

How could anyone have 
shockingly barked for Barabbas 
and hollered for Jesus’ death? 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen, in 
his powerful meditations on 
the Way of the Cross, helps us 
all to see how in every moral 
decision we are faced with a 
similarly momentous choice. 

“How would I have 
answered [Pilate’s] question 
had I been in the courtyard 
that Good Friday morning?,” 
Sheen asked. “I cannot escape 
answering by saying that the 
question belongs only to the 
past, for it is as actual now 

as ever. My conscience is the 
tribunal of Pilate. Daily, hourly, 
and every minute of the day, 
Christ comes before that 
tribunal, as virtue, honesty, and 
purity; Barabbas comes as vice, 
dishonesty, and uncleanness. 
As often as I choose to speak 
the uncharitable word, do the 
dishonest action, or consent 
to the evil thought, I say in so 
many words, ‘Release unto 
me Barabbas,’ and to choose 
Barabbas means to crucify 
Christ.”

Every choice between 
good and evil, Sheen stressed, 
is between Christ and Barab-
bas-in-disguise. If Christ was 
crucified to take away the sins 
of the world, every sin, to some 
degree, is a choice 
for Him to die. 

We obviously 
don’t like to think 
about sin this way. 
We’d prefer to think 
about our sins, at 
most, as peccadillos, 
as a failure in Spiri-
tual manners, rather 
than a betrayal like 
that to which Judas, Peter, and 
the other Apostles succumbed 
on Holy Thursday, or like that 
to which the crowds, five days 
after hailing Jesus with palm 
branches, yielded on Good 
Friday. We may be urged on by 
popular opinion — like those 
in the courtyard were swept 
up by the instigation of those, 
including religious leaders, 
who wanted Jesus executed in 
the most sadistic manner pos-
sible — but we cannot evade 
personal responsibility for the 
connection between our sins 
and Jesus’ suffering and death. 

There are many illustra-
tions of this difficult-to-accept 
reality of sin, but one of the 
clearest, and most actual, is 
with regard to sexual morality. 

Since the sexual revolution 
in the 1960s, the sexual ethics 
lived and proclaimed by Christ 
and the Church He founded 
has been subject to ridicule by 
various parties who have right-
ly grasped that the Gospel of 
human love in the Divine plan 
stands as the biggest obstacle to 
their transvaluation of hu-
man sexuality, love, Marriage, 

parenthood, family, children 
and life. 

When given a choice 
between Christ and Hugh 
Hefner, Harvey Milk, or Ru 
Paul, many in recent decades 
have said, “Give me Barabbas.” 
When presented between 
adoring the chaste Christ and 
staring at pornography, many 
have opted for the fallen pas-
sions that precipitated Christ’s 
Passion. When comparing the 
Christian idea of Marriage and 
the family with the modern 
conception of husbandless or 
wifeless unions, fatherless or 
motherless procreation, and 
an approach to sexual activity 
whenever, wherever, however, 
with whomever one wants, 

many choose the way of lust 
rather than love. 

Even when confronted 
with the undeniable casualties 
of the sexual revolution, like 
the victims of Robert Aaron 
Long, Harvey Weinstein, Jef-
frey Epstein, Governor Cuomo 
and the others shamed by the 
#MeToo movement, the wom-
en enslaved and commodified 
through human trafficking, 
and all those whose lives have 
been upended because of the 
epidemic of broken families, 
Marriages and hearts, there’s 
been the denunciation of the 
effects but a failure courageous-
ly to look at and eradicate the 
cause. 

No connection is made 
between these rancid fruits 
and the poisonous tree that 
produces them. No connection 
is made, either, between such 
evils and the reason why Christ 
entered the world and was 
crucified. A wanton Barabbas 
continues to be defended at all 
costs, chosen and even cele-
brated. 

The latest instance of 
this trend happened with the 

histrionic protests following 
the March 15 Response of the 
Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) 
that removed any doubt that is 
not possible for the Church or 
her ministers to bless same-sex 
unions. 

The clarification should 
have produced a yawn. The fact 
that it didn’t is because many 
had been led to believe, espe-
cially by false prophets, that 
the Church would eventually 
change her teaching on human 
sexuality to embrace same-
sex relationships and sexual 
relations. When the Church 
reiterated her perennial doc-
trine, those false prophets and 
those who trusted them were 

flummoxed. 
It’s reminiscent of 

what happened after 
Humanae Vitae was 
published in 1968, 
reiterating the Church’s 
teaching on the immo-
rality of contraception 
in Marriage: those who 
had been predicting 
the Church to change 

her teaching became among 
the most notorious dissenters. 
Rather than defend the teach-
ing of the Church or explain 
it, they sought to undermine 
not only the Church’s teach-
ing on sexual morality but 
the Church’s moral teaching 
authority as a whole. 

A similar thing is happen-
ing after the CDF Response. 
A Belgian bishop, rather than 
fulfilling his oath to defend 
every teaching the Church 
definitively proclaims, said he 
felt ashamed of the Church and 
“intellectual and moral incom-
prehension.” Various priests 
criticized the language as 
hurtful and offensive, without 
making any attempt to suggest 
better language to convey the 
same truth. Others brazenly 
announced that they that they 
would rebelliously ignore the 
CDF decree and continue to 
bless not same-sex individu-
als, but same-sex couples and 
unions. 

One of the U.S. critics of 
the CDF response, who has 
become well known in recent 
years for stressing we need to 

build bridges of welcome for 
all our brothers and sisters who 
identify as gay and lesbian, has 
been using his sizable social 
media platform to publi-
cize disapproval of the CDF 
response. Despite his many 
gifts, he does not use his talents 
explicitly to summon gays and 
lesbians to chastity. He insists 
that the LBGT community 
already knows Church teach-
ing, but the shocked reaction 
to the CDF response shows 
that they obviously do not: not 
only do they not know what 
the Church teaches on chastity 
but they also don’t know why it 
is part of the Good News. They 
don’t know that the truth about 
human love in the Divine plan 
is a far greater blessing than 
any Sacramental.

These false prophets sadly 
do not love enough those they 
claim to care about, because 
they separate charity from 
truth and teach others to reject, 
rather than welcome, the way 
of life of Truth Incarnate. 

Rather than help those in 
need to embrace Christ and 
His call to true and chaste 
love, they have chosen to 
incite a media mob calling for 
Barabbas and insisting that 
those who so opt should be 
blessed. 

On Good Friday, Pilate 
asks, “Whom do you want me 
to release to you?” Christ and 
Barabbas stand before us. To 
choose Christ means to deny 
ourselves, pick up our cross 
and follow Him, metaphori-
cally chopping off our hands 
and feet and plucking out of 
eyes if they lead us to sin and 
embracing His call to virtue 
and holiness. To choose Christ 
means to reject sin. This goes 
for everyone, no matter our 
state of life, no matter our sexu-
al orientation. 

And those who truly love 
Christ will similarly seek to 
have others choose Christ, 
embrace His call, and avail 
themselves of the graces given 
to live in accordance with His 
blessing. 

Anchor columnist Fa-
ther Roger Landry can be 
contacted at fatherlandry@
catholicpreaching.com.

The choice we face
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On March 16 there was a series of deadly shootings in massage parlors in 
Atlanta. Debates about the motive of the killer continue to swirl in the world 
of pundits, since every mass murder is viewed by the right and the left as an 
opportunity to pursue some political goal. That is not the focus of this editorial.

We should pray for the souls of those killed in Atlanta, and those killed in 
the supermarket a few days later in Boulder. And we should pray about how 
these things happen and what we can do to not have them happen again. 

After the Atlanta day of terror, Bishop Oscar A. Solis of Salt Lake City, and 
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Subcommittee 
on Asian and Pacific Island Affairs, wrote, “I am deeply saddened to hear of 
another mass shooting that has tragically taken the lives of eight people and has 
renewed concerns about a rise of hostility against individuals of Asian descent. 
As bishops, we decry any kind of hatred and violence, particularly based on 
race, ethnicity, or sex. We pray for the families and friends of those who were 
lost, and for their communities, who may feel unsafe and vulnerable at this 
time.”

Bishop Solis is the first Filipino-American bishop in the history of the Unit-
ed States.

“This latest incident has prompted national dialogue on addressing an-
ti-Asian bias that has taken the form of numerous other acts of physical vio-
lence, verbal attacks and destruction of property against those of Asian descent 
over the last year that have left communities across the country traumatized,” 
according to Bishop Solis.

Whether or not it can be determined what was the true motive of the Atlanta 
killer, the fact remains that Asian Americans do feel threatened.

“We must always stress that every human being is a brother or sister in 
Christ, created in the image and likeness of a loving God. Particularly during 
this season of Lent, let us remember God’s love and mercy for each one of us 
and renew the call for conversion of heart, that we may be more united to God’s 
love and share it with all of our neighbors.” Bishop Solis’ words should resound 
in the hearts of Christians, so that we can see how we can be part of the solu-
tion, not add to the problem.

Another possible motive for the massacre bandied about in the media and 
supplied by the murderer himself is somehow seeking sexual purity — as if 
Christ would be happy with someone trying to observe the Sixth Command-
ment by violating the Fifth Commandment in an extreme manner.

Rachel Denhollander, an Evangelical advocate for victims of sexual abuse, 
discussed how Christ’s teachings on purity can get warped into blaming all 
women for the sexual sins of men. “Every time you teach a woman in the pres-
ence of a young man that it’s her responsibility to keep a man from lusting and 
that she has the power to keep him from sexual perversion from what she wears 
and what she does, what he hears is that it’s her fault,” she told the New York 
Times.

The same article quoted a graduate of Evangelical grade schools, who said, 
“It was so rarely about the men controlling their own desires and so often about 
women not being temptresses.”

When the owner of the New England Patriots was arrested at a similar spa 
in Florida, there was a lot of snickering about him, but the humanity of the 
women involved was often forgotten. “Let’s not romanticize what happens in-
side illicit massage businesses on the best of days,” wrote Stephanie Ebbert in 
the Boston Globe. “The women who work in such spas are routinely treated as 
commodities, used and dehumanized, rated and discarded.”

Regarding the victims in Atlanta, Ebbert wrote, “As we lament how they 
died, let’s take an unflinching look at how they were treated in life.” Ebbert 
quoted Catherine Chen, who works for an anti-human trafficking organization. 
“Asian women are viewed as there to provide sexual services for men. There are 
wives and mothers and daughters and aunties — and grandmas, in some cases 
— who were trying to do something right and honorable for their families and 
ended up with this as the economic option, or through force, we don’t really 
know.”

Bishop Solis’ recent statement made reference to another statement he made 
on May 5, 2020, together with Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez of Philadelphia, 
chairman of the USCCB Committee for Cultural Diversity in the Church, and 
Bishop Shelton Fabre, chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism, 
criticizing anti-Asian attitudes during the pandemic. They wrote, “We are also 
alarmed to note the increase in reported incidents of bullying and verbal and 
physical assaults, particularly against Americans of Asian and Pacific Island 
heritage. While a high percentage of Asian Americans work in the health care 
sector risking their own health to save lives, some have experienced rejection 
and requests to be treated ‘by someone else.’ Way before state and local ordi-
nances brought to a halt almost every economic sector in the country, commu-
nities across the country, from Oakland, California to New York City, reported 
a sharp decline in the patronage for businesses owned and operated by Asian 
Americans.

“We call on Catholics, fellow Christians and all people of good will to help 
stop all racially motivated discriminatory actions and attitudes, for they are 
attacks against human life and dignity and are contrary to Gospel values. As we 
wrote in our pastoral letter Open Wide Our Hearts (2018), racism is ‘a failure 
to acknowledge another person as a brother or sister, created in the image of 
God.’”

Either possible motive for the killings showed a rejection of the image of 
God in the people killed. If we react to such horrors with just calculation about 
how this massacre helps the left, while that massacre helps the right, then we, 
too, are ignoring the image of God being desecrated. Let us ask Christ to help 
us not be like Pontius Pilate, but instead embrace the Truth, so that He might 
set all people free. 

SadneSS in atlanta
Editorial
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Editor’s note: This is 
part one of a two part 
interview of Father Colum-
ban Crotty, SS.CC., by 
Father David Lupo, SS.CC.

Kevin Crotty was born 
in Mullinavat, County 
Kilkenny, Ireland in 1931. 
He entered the Novitiate 
of the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, Cootehill, County 
Cavan in September 1951. 
Required to take a religious 
name, he took the name 
of Columban inspired by 
St. Columban’s missionary 
spirit. Following his First 
Profession September 1952, 
he completed his philo-
sophical and theological 
studies in the United States 
and returned to the novi-
tiate house in Cavan for or-
dination to the priesthood, 
June 1958. Following two 
years of studies at the Cath-
olic University in Washing-
ton, D.C., he was assigned 
in 1960 to the mission area 
of the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts in Japan.

After serving in Japan 
for 17 years Father Crotty 
helped for three years in 
administration in Rome 
and was stationed at the 
Sacred Hearts’ Seminary 
in Washington, D.C. This 
was followed by ministry 
in vocation recruitment, 
Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart, ministry in 
the dioceses of Fall River 
and Washington, D.C. and 
in provincial administra-
tion. From 1998 to 2017 
he served in the Congrega-
tion’s Region of India four 
years — 2007 to 2011 — in 
parochial ministry in Mary-
land. Father Crotty is cur-
rently stationed at Damien 
Residence in Fairhaven 
where he ministers in the 
Enthronement Apostolate.

Q1. Father Columban, 
what is the Enthronement 

of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus? Is it still something 
we can use in the Church 
today?

Father Crotty: Well, 
first of all, it is an interior 
disposition of the heart, a 
faith commitment which 
is revealed by the solemn 
installation by an image of 
Jesus, in the place of honor, 
in the home. 
This commit-
ment is then 
spoken publicly 
by a covenant, 
or offering of 
loving service 
to God and 
neighbor, and 
sealed by the 
signing of an 
Enthronement 
certificate. It 
is also a loving 
response to the 
requests made 
by the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus 
at Paray-le-Mo-
nial, where St. 
Margaret Mary 
had her visions. 

It is also 
the ceremo-
ny, which is 
a one-time event, but the 
commitment it signifies is 
for a lifetime. Father Mateo 
Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC., 
defined the Enthronement 
in his book, “Jesus, King of 
Love,” as “The official and 
social recognition of the 
loving kingship of the Heart 
in the Christian family.”

Q2. Who was Father 
Mateo? How did all this 
begin with him?

Father Crotty: More 
than a hundred years ago, 
in South America, Father 
Mateo Crawley-Boevey, 
a young Peruvian priest, 
teaching in a school con-
ducted by his religious 
community, the Congrega-
tion of the Sacred Hearts of 

Jesus and Mary, in Santiago, 
Chile, was also aware of the 
decline of religious practice 
and civic engagement of 
the residents of the city of 
Santiago, especially among 
the working class and the 
poor.

He was also very much 
aware of the importance 
of Marriage in providing 

stability for the well-being 
of children and also for the 
well-being of society itself 
since the family is the basic 
unit of society, and when 
the family crumbles, society 
crumbles. His response was 
to establish an apostolate to 
rekindle in families a lively 
faith in a loving, caring and 
merciful God, truly pres-
ent in their families, and 
strengthen families to com-
mit, or recommit them-
selves and their children to 
God’s loving dominion as 
benevolent Lord and King. 
This apostolate would also 
encourage an awakening of 
a practical love of neighbor, 
or civic responsibility and 
an awareness to reach out 

to the poor and underpriv-
ileged. 

Father Mateo referred 
to the religious and civic 
response to God’s universal 
dominion as the “Social 
Reign of the Sacred Heart.” 

 Q3. OK, now you 
also mention St. Marga-
ret Mary. Say some more 
about how she is connected 

with this.
 Father 

Crotty: Back in 
17th-century 
France, religious 
indifference and 
social disparity 
were prevalent. 
Jesus appeared 
to a Sister of the 
Visitation Order, 
St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, 
and commis-
sioned her to 
be an apostle 
of God’s love to 
humanity, since 
belief in God’s 
love had grown 
cold. Down 
through the ages 
in many cul-
tures, the human 
heart was the 

accepted symbol of love. 
Jesus revealed His heart, 
inflamed by love and com-
passion for sinful humanity 
to St. Margaret Mary, and 
commissioned her to be 
an apostle of His merciful 
and compassionate love to 
all people, inviting them 
to a fervent response of 
love. If people accepted the 
invitation to God’s love, 
and made an honest and 
total commitment to Him, 
then the Lord promised to 
bless them abundantly. One 
promise was that families 
who made a total commit-
ment to Him and enshrined 
His image in their homes 
would always be assured of 
His presence with them in 

the home. They would be 
abundantly blessed. Father 
Mateo saw his vocation as a 
fulfillment of the Lord’s re-
quest to St. Margaret Mary, 
and decided to devote his 
life to encouraging families 
to a renewal of their Chris-
tian baptismal promise 
and total commitment to 
God’s rule in their lives, and 
enshrine an image of the 
Sacred Heart in their homes 
as a symbol of their dedi-
cation and God’s promise. 
He named his apostolate, 
The Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart in the Home.

 Q4. How does this con-
nect to the Charism of the 
Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts?

 Father Crotty: First let 
me say a few words about 
your other question. The 
Enthronement helps fami-
lies become aware of God’s 
presence not only when 
they participate in the Eu-
charist, but also in the daily 
living of family life in the 
home. The family becomes 
more aware that God is a 
God of love, compassion 
and forgiveness and this 
consciousness of God’s 
presence and love helps 
family members respond 
or talk with God and 
become more conscious of 
the importance of family 
prayer. Family prayer, in 
turn, helps to promote a 
more lively participation 
in Liturgical prayer, espe-
cially in the Eucharist. The 
Enthronement is a living 
response to the truth that 
the faith is transmitted pri-
marily through the family. 
It fosters the realization that 
the family is not merely a 
group of individuals living 
under the same roof, but 
a community with mutual 
responsibilities not only 
within the family but also 

Which way Religious life?

Father Kevin Columban Crotty, SS.CC.
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The mother as a 
bridge between 

generations is as firm a 
sign of the Church as any 
that exists, for she is called 
to cherish proven tradi-
tions that help souls to 
flourish while delighting in 
new gifts showered on the 
world. She remembers the 
pain and the Providence 
that colored her early 
years; while now facing 
new challenges that de-
mand she constantly assess 
the quality of wine and 
wineskins entrusted to her 
care. The faith she wants to 
share with the next gener-
ation is “ever ancient, ever 
new,” leading her to won-
der just how to explain the 
God of “already — but not 
yet!”

In this season of joy, 
the Church proclaims that 
Christ is Risen, even as 
He bids us to stoop and 
console the grieving. We 
marvel at the empty tomb, 
while worrying about 
today’s pandemic and to-
morrow’s school plan. The 
world rejoices in the God 
Who conquers death while 
each of us remembers 
compromised funerals and 
the raft of memorials wait-
ing to be scheduled. Heav-
enly consolation offered 
amidst war and waste, 
siege and solitude is avail-
able in abundance, but we 
must understand that the 

Tension without tension
tension at the heart of our 
faith is a gift to alleviate 
tension in the heart itself. 
A conundrum — 
but no less true 
for its mysterious-
ness. 

John Henry 
Newman noted 
that, “the reli-
gious history of 
each individual 
is as solitary and 
complete as the history 
of the world.” Thus, the 
wisdom of the mother is to 
familiarize herself with the 
long and wondrous saga of 
the People of God, so that 
she can proffer its treasures 
to the newer souls when 
needed — for while each 
fresh journey bears the 
entirely familiar backdrop 
of Salvation history, their 
bruises are no less painful 
for being the same color 
as their ancestors’. Christ 
emerging from the tomb 
can seem a distant event 
when today’s trials pulsate 
with today’s blood.

But the value of today’s 
pulse is that it carries forth 
the Incarnate truth — that 
God became man that man 
might become God. Not in 
the pagan or self-absorbed 
sense, but that in Baptism 
we recognize that we died 
with Christ only to live 
with Christ. That His vic-
tory is our victory, already 
— if not yet. The ancient 

story is made new in each 
generation, and the trial 
before Pilate is our own 

daily trial. “What is truth?” 
he asked. “Christ is truth,” 
we answer, which gives 
value to our suffering. The 
God of all consolation lets 
us yearn, to show us that, 
although the battle is won, 
the skirmishes must play 
out. 

Newman continues, 
“The character will always 
require forming, evil will 
ever need rooting out of 
each heart; the grace to go 

before and to aid us in our 
moral discipline must ever 
come fresh and immedi-

ate from the Holy 
Spirit.” Each mother 
is called to offer this 
perennial formation, 
claiming the grac-
es won in ancient 
combat and apply-
ing them to the new 
horizon of each day. 
She receives wisdom 

from the Church, from her 
family, from her commu-
nity, from her parish. She 
sifts and sorts, wrestles 
with the words, and revisits 
how God made Himself 
known to her: life on every 
page of Scripture, Spirit in 
each Sacramental encoun-
ter, trusting in Newman’s 
conclusion that, “‘As it was 
in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be,’ such is 
the general history of man’s 

moral discipline, running 
parallel to the unchanging 
glory of that All-Perfect 
God, Who is its author and 
finisher.”

That “unchanging glo-
ry” is at the heart of this 
Paschal feast, as it will be 
for ages to come. We must 
lay any heaviness of heart 
on the altar so that it can 
be transformed. The tears 
will flow, the tears will 
be wiped away, and the 
human eyes will be given 
a Divine view — if only 
for a moment. Heaven 
is indeed at hand, but 
not yet, and yet that very 
tension is a call to peace 
even now.

Anchor columnist 
Genevieve Kineke is the 
author of “The Authentic 
Catholic Woman.” She 
blogs at feminine-genius.
typepad.com.

The 2021 Women and Men’s Conference program was offered virtually this year 
via Zoom and livestream. Here Katherine Banalewicz, a member of the Catholic 
Community of Central Fall River collaborative, watches the Conference’s fea-
tured speaker ValLimar Jansen. In word and song, Jansen’s presentation animated 
the Conference theme of “A Father’s Healing Touch.”
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Editor’s note: This 
continues a monthly series 
on St. Joseph by Grace 
Small, during this year of 
St. Joseph.

As we complete 
Holy Week lead-

ing to the Easter season, 
it is the optimal time to 
reflect on the Passion and 
Death of Our Lord and 
His Glorious Resurrection. 
We can meditate on how 
even St. Joseph anticipated 
Our Lord’s death and the 
sorrows of Our Lady in his 
last days upon this earth 
while awaiting his own 
death and the coming of 
the Lord. By pursuing this 
meditation we can proper-
ly consider the virtues of 
St. Joseph to imitate within 
our own lives and the rea-
sons we should make him 
our very own patron and 
advocate as we approach 
the reality of our own 
death and judgment. Like 
St. Joseph we can unite our 
short earthly pilgrimage 
to the Way of the Cross of 
Our Savior and Sorrowful 
Mother so as to share in 
their glory in Heaven. 

St. Joseph is known 
as the patron of the dying 
because he suffered the 
trials and agony of death 
and yet he is also the patron 
of a happy death because 
he died a singularly privi-
leged death in the consoling 
presence of Jesus and Mary 
and was given a powerful 
intercessory role on behalf 
of the dying who invoke his 
aide. According to “The Life 
of Saint Joseph,” as mani-
fested by Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ to Maria Cecilia 
Baij, O.S.B, Benedictine 
Abbess in Montefiascone, 
Italy from 1743-1766, St. 
Joseph’s death was marvel-
ous in virtue and merit for 
us. Although St. Joseph had 

the tremendous blessing 
of having Jesus and Mary 
physically at his bedside, 
God still sought to purify 
him of every earthly at-
tachment. “Even his love 
for Jesus and Mary, though 
holy and compar-
atively perfect, 
was purified, for 
it did have its 
self-gratifying 
elements.” By 
this purification, 
St. Joseph accu-
mulated copious 
merits by waiting 
upon God’s Will 
without calling on Mary, 
and abandoning himself 
to God’s Providence. St. 
Joseph was willing to bear 
his sufferings patiently and 
silently, with the help of 
God’s grace, “for by myself 
I am unable to accomplish 
anything.” 

Immersed as he was 
in these afflictions, Joseph 
kept his thoughts centered 
upon the future sufferings 
of the Savior. St. Joseph 
practiced holy abandon-
ment to the Will of God by 
accepting the consolations 
God sent but also being 
content to languish in pain 
in order to comply with the 
Divine will. He prayed for 
the grace to bear his suf-
ferings with patience and 
resignation. We can learn 
from St. Joseph how to offer 
up our own sufferings for 
those which Our Lord suf-
fered for us upon the cross. 
Every act of labor, every 
pain, suffering and trial can 
be offered and suffered pa-
tiently for the love of God 
so as to take part as co-re-
deemers in the mystical 
body united to Our Lord’s 
Redemptive suffering on 
the cross. However, unlike 
Joseph whose purity and 
merit was so much greater 

than ours, we ought to call 
on Mary, as our advocate 
and Help of the Afflicted to 
assist us in our daily trials. 
Above all, every Christian 
should choose St. Joseph to 
call upon at the very critical 

hour of death on which our 
eternity depends. St. Joseph 
is one of the first dignitar-
ies of Heaven as the Father 
of the King of Heaven and 
the Spouse of the Queen, 
who can obtain for those 
who during life look upon 
him as their protector and 
become his servants, the 
special privilege of pre-
serving them at the hour 
of death from the devil and 
eternal damnation. May we 
during our lives practice a 
holy devotion to St. Joseph 
as our patron so as to call 
upon the holy names of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph at 
the moment of death and 
obtain the greatest of all 
graces — our eternal Salva-
tion.

In every way St. Jo-
seph desired to imitate 
the Savior and the Mother 
of God in the practice of 
virtue. Even in the greatest 
sufferings and pains he 
was never heard to utter 
any word of complaint but 
was heard to praise and 
thank God. When he was 
left in desolation without 
any relief, he was content 
to fulfill God’s holy will 
with the assurance that 
he had not offended God. 
This may seem very easy 

but it is difficult in prac-
tice. However, we can ask 
Our Lady for the grace to 
be silent when we want 
to complain about the 
weather, about our food or 
worse give in to the sins of 

the tongue such 
as talking about 
the defects of our 
neighbor and 
give in to gossip, 
lies and vulgari-
ties. By striving 
to praise God, 
and see the good 
in others and 
asking the assis-

tance of St. Joseph we will 
grow in virtue and offer 
fitting acts of reparation to 
God that will daily prepare 
us for Heaven.

St. Joseph prayed 
to God for the grace to 

breathe forth his soul in 
the presence of Jesus and 
Mary and to be fortified by 
their loving assistance and 
his petition was granted. 
He also wished to die in 
a day and hour similar to 
Jesus Himself inasmuch as 
he would not be physically 
present on that Good Fri-
day. “He asked God to grant 
this to him, in virtue of the 
love which he had for Jesus 
for having deigned to sub-
mit to His death in order to 
accomplish the work of the 
Redemption.” “God granted 
this favor to Joseph. Then 
He revealed to Joseph that 
because of his great concern 
for the dying throughout 
his life, assisting them and 
pleading for their Salva-
tion with prayers and tears, 

St. Joseph — Patron of a holy and happy death
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By John E. Kearns Jr.
Director, Diocesan 

Office of Communications

The Center for Church 
Management of Villanova 
University’s School of Busi-
ness has offered programs 
for some years to help 
Church leaders improve 
business and management 
skills. Now, the availability 
of online learning and, in 
the case of one program, 
a partnership between the 
Fall River Diocese and the 
Center, are helping to bring 
these opportunities for 
professional development 
within the reach of more 
members of the diocese.

The Center for Church 
Management partners with 
the Fall River Diocese to 
offer an innovative two-year 
online Master of Science 
in Church Management 
(MSCM) degree designed 
to provide students with 
skills in effective Church 
management and leader-
ship. To support participa-
tion, five scholarships of 
$14,700 — or 50 percent 
of the tuition — are avail-
able this year for qualified 
persons working in a parish 

or ministry of the dio-
cese who are interested in 
pursuing the degree. The 
scholarships are funded by 
Villanova and benefactors 
of its Center for Church 
Management.

The remaining tui-
tion — $14,700 or $490 
per credit — is distrib-
uted across the two-year 
program according to the 
amount of 
credits taken 
per semester.

The 
MSCM pro-
gram is cre-
ated to meet 
the needs of 
a diverse group of Church 
leaders and managers in-
cluding pastors and pastoral 
associates, parish business 
managers, and directors of 
diocesan departments and 
ministries. It is structured 
to enable Church profes-
sionals to pursue graduate 
study while continuing to 
work full-time.

Diocesan Chancellor 
and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Kevin R. Kiley is a 
May 2019 graduate of the 
MSCM program and de-

scribes it as an “epiphany” 
to him, leading to greater 
insight and understanding.

“I finished up my 
studies having gained an 
even better perspective and 
awareness of all aspects of 
the operations and ‘busi-
ness-side’ of the Church 
[at the local level], and this 
has served me well in my 
dealings with clergy, par-

ish business managers and 
leaders of other ministries 
and non-profits,” he said.

Each MSCM student 
is exposed to the study of 
management and its ap-
plications within the con-
text of Church leadership. 
The degree is designed to 
be practical with courses 
covering areas such as civil 
and Church law, financial 
reporting and controls, hu-
man resource management 
in a ministry setting, and 
more.

Kiley advises those 
with an interest in working 
in Church administration 
to “strongly consider” the 
program.

“It provides the knowl-
edge, skills and abilities that 
effective Church leaders 
need these days,” he said. 
“Clergy can also benefit 
from the program, enabling 
more effective governance 
of parishes.”

Villanova is offering 
an informational webinar 
on the MSCM program 
on Thursday, April 8, at 
12 noon. To register, con-
tact Chesley Turner at the 
school at chesley.turner@
villanova.edu.

Another pathway for 

developing skills and learn-
ing best practices in Church 
management is through the 
Center’s online non-degree 
certificate program. Twelve 
live, interactive webinars 
provide a high-level over-
view of Church manage-
ment elements. Topics 
range from budgeting and 
legal issues to pastoral plan-
ning and website design. 

Participants 
who com-
plete the 
series and 
the required 
coursework 
that follow 
each session 

earn a Certificate in Church 
Management from the 
Villanova School of Busi-
ness.

“The Church is such a 
unique organization that it’s 
great to have a certificate 
program like Villanova’s 
that focuses on Church 
management,” said dioc-
esan Director of Finance 
Joseph Harrington, who is 
currently participating in 
the program. “People often 
say that you can’t run the 
Church like a business — 
and that is true — but we 
are called to be good stew-
ards of the funds provided 
us, and there is a lengthy 
Scriptural basis for effective 
administration.”

This program is de-
signed for clergy and lay 
leaders who are in pastoral 
or administrative roles 
and who are interested in 
gaining knowledge about 
strategic, managerial, and 
financial aspects of the 
Church.

Harrington is about 
half-way through the 
certificate program and 
shared that he has “already 
used some of the concepts 
from the class on Church 
culture and administration.  

“I would recommend the 
course for others interested 
in Church management. 
It is relatively affordable, 
and the content is easy to 
access.”

Diocesan Strategic 
and Pastoral Planning 
Director Laura Carrillo 
is also enrolled in the 
program and agrees that 
it has been beneficial to 
her work.

“The certificate pro-
gram at Villanova has been 
extremely helpful in learn-
ing more about Church op-
erations and the intricacies 
involved in running parish-
es,” she said. “The staff and 
students provide a great 
network for us to reach out 
to with questions or simply 
to brainstorm.”

Of the topics covered 
thus far, most interesting 
for her has been the we-
binar on Spirituality and 
administration.

“It reminded me that 
every piece of work con-
ducted presents an oppor-
tunity to encounter God,” 
she explained.

Registration for the 
certificate program’s 
2021 fall series will open 
in August of this year. 
Scholarships are available 
for a limited time for 
qualified persons through 
the Lily Endowment, Inc. 
For information, contact 
Chesley Turner at the 
school at chesley.turner@
villanova.edu.

Chancellor Kiley 
pointed out, “With many 
boomers retiring, there 
will be a great need for the 
next generation of Church 
leaders to fill their shoes. 
The Villanova Center for 
Church Management’s mas-
ter’s degree and certificate 
programs will provide a 
solid foundation to embark 
on such a career.”

Online sessions, school and diocese partnership help open pathway 
to Villanova University’s programs for Church management

“It provides the knowledge, skills and 
abilities that effective Church leaders need 
these days,” Kiley said. “Clergy can also bene-
fit from the program, enabling more effective 
governance of parishes.”
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While my son is 
not yet four 

years old, he has become a 
master negotiator (at least 
in his mind). When he 
wants something, he usu-
ally begins with one of two 
phrases: “How about this,” 
or “Dad, we have a prob-
lem.” He’ll then proceed to 
make a proposal in hope 
that the judge and jury will 
hear his plea. 

And when it’s an affir-
mative answer, the sheer 
glee that comes across his 
face, followed by an em-
phatic “OK! Let’s do it!” 
can’t help but make you 
smile.

Oh, to be a toddler 
again! Living constantly 
in a state of hope between 
what is and what is not yet 
realized.

Yet, as we celebrate 
Easter, we are called to 
reflect upon this exact state 
which we find ourselves in: 
being between the reality 
of Christ’s Resurrection 
and the gift of eternal life 
not yet actualized by us 
this side of the grave.

It is this state of hope 
that St. Paul refers to in 
Romans 8:23-24 — of 
bodies not yet resurrected 
— and it is in reflecting on 
this virtue that Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI wrote 
his encyclical Spes Salvi 
(Saved in Hope).

If you have not read 
it, I invite you to read this 
encyclical as you journey 
through the Easter season 
as a means of looking for-
ward in hope.

In it, Pope Benedict 
highlights the necessity of 
renewing our sense of hope 
so that we may, in a sense, 
re-encounter God Who 
is the source of hope. He 
writes:

“To come to know God 
— the true God — means 
to receive hope. We who 

have always lived with the 
Christian concept of God, 
and have grown accus-
tomed to it, have almost 
ceased to notice that we 
possess the hope that en-
sues from a real encounter 
with this God” (Spes Salvi, 
3).

Pope Benedict’s words 
recall a point I have previ-
ously made: that 
for a renewal in 
our culture and 
faith to take place 
we must encoun-
ter the Risen Lord. 
Otherwise, we 
risk becoming 
accustomed to a 
“concept of God” 
and forget Who 
God truly is, what He calls 
us to or, worse yet, fashion 
our own “concept of God” 
that is more a reflection 
of ourselves than the one, 
true God.

Just think to the en-
counter facilitated by St. 
Mary Magdalene, who 
aided the Apostles Peter 
and John to encounter the 
reality of the Resurrection 
upon seeing the empty 
tomb. Do we help others, 
especially those “locked in 
their own upper rooms,” 
realize that the tomb is 
indeed empty?

Why does this matter? 
Because in a time when 
we are looking for hope, 
Easter reminds us that true 
hope begins with God, not 
ourselves. At Calvary, we 
see the Word made flesh 
die for us precisely because 
we could not save our-
selves. 

If we are to move 
forward, we — as individ-
uals, as a society, and as a 
culture — must recognize 
our need for God. 

Apart from Christ, we 
can do nothing (cf Jn 15:5).

Yet, with Christ, all 
things are possible (cf Mt 

19:26).
So how do we move 

forward in hope? Pope 
Benedict points us to three 
things in his encyclical:

1. Prayer as a school of 
hope (Spes Salvi 33-34).

Here, he writes: “When 
no one listens to me any 
more, God still listens to 
me. When I can no longer 

talk to anyone or call upon 
anyone, I can always talk to 
God, if I pray, I am never 
totally alone.” Talk about 
reassurance that God has 
not abandoned us!

Come to know the 
God of everlasting hope 
by speaking with Him in 
prayer. Attend the greatest 
form of prayer as a fami-
ly — the Mass. Pray daily. 
Pray with your family and 
especially your spouse and 
children. Think: how can 
we make God the focus of 
our family?

2. Action and suffering 
as settings for learning 
hope (Spes Salvi 35-40).

Suffering is part of our 
human existence. While 
our free will allows us to 
choose love, it can also 
be misused to cause great 
suffering. Yet, through the 
cross, Christ redeemed 
suffering and allowed us 
to join our suffering with 
His. You never suffer alone. 
Christ suffers with you and 
in suffering there is hope. 
Never give up! 

To this end, seek out 
those who are suffering, 
share in their suffering, 
and bear it with them like 

Simon of Cyrene helped 
Jesus bear His cross. If you 
want to teach your fami-
ly how to love, model for 
them how to accompany 
those who suffer, not avoid 
them. Think: who are those 
suffering or are at-risk that 
need our compassion?

3. Judgment as a setting 
for learning and practicing 

hope (Spes Salvi 
41-48).

Pope Bene-
dict concludes by 
reflecting on the 
Last Judgment. He 
notes that while it 
is normally por-
trayed as “a sym-
bol of our respon-
sibility for our 

lives,” it is also a symbol 
of hope, for in it the Risen 
Lord returns. While suffer-
ing exists in this world, one 
day, God will come and set 
it all right. That’s a good 
thing!

Read Mt 25:31-46 and 
notice the “works” Je-
sus highlights at the Last 
Judgment. While we refer 
to them as works of mer-
cy, they can just as easily 
be referred to as works of 
hope. Yes, we will be held 
accountable for how we 

lived our lives; for what 
we have done and what we 
have failed to do. But judg-
ment should not be some-
thing we fear, for we are 
also held accountable for 
what we do that is good in 
God’s sight. So, make these 
“works of hope” a priority 
in your family. While we 
may be inclined to turn to 
them in Lent, we are called 
to live the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy 
year-round. Think: how 
can we enact them in our 
current realities? 

In these three things, 
we learn how to respond to 
despair and live the hope 
of Easter: be fed by prayer, 
respond to suffering with 
compassion, and then put 
hope into action. This is 
how love becomes justice.

God is calling us to be 
agents of hope. I invite you 
to respond with my son 
with an emphatic “OK! 
Let’s do it!”. 

Anchor columnist Da-
vid Carvalho is the senior 
director for Faith Forma-
tion, Youth, Young Adult 
and Family Life Ministries 
for the Diocese of Fall Riv-
er. Contact: dcarvalho@
dioc-fr.org.

Saved in hope

brothers and sisters, as 
believers we know that in 
Christ’s suffering, death, 
and Resurrection, we find 
hope beyond measure as 
we move towards a bright-
er future. With a contrite 
heart and commitment to 
the healing process, Bishop 
da Cunha will celebrate 
this Mass of Atonement for 
our diocese.”

The Mass will include 
special intentions for the 
victims of sexual abuse and 
will conclude with a reflec-

tion offered by Shipp.
All are invited to 

take part in the Mass 
of Atonement. Because 
of pandemic capacity 
restrictions, those 
who are interested in 
attending the Mass in-
person must register 
at www.3cfallriver.org 
(click “Sign Up to Attend 
Mass”). 

The Mass of Atonement 
will also be live-streamed 
for viewing at www.
facebook.com/3CFallRiver.

Bishop to celebrate Mass of Atonement 
continued from page one
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First-hand report from Texas immigration ministryFirst-hand report from Texas immigration ministry
continued from page threecontinued from page three

care of unaccompanied mi-
nors in three Rio Grande 
Valley facilities. One is 
located in Brownsville 
and two are located in San 
Benito (just 10 minutes by 
car from Queen of Peace). 
Previously, Queen of Peace 
parish deacons had coor-
dinated pastoral care in 

the San Benito facilities. 
This ministry of prayer and 
counsel is being reactivated 
and priests from Queen of 
Peace and other Harlingen 
Deanery churches will be 
providing Mass and the 
Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation. These facilities are 
clean and safe re-purposed 

school buildings that have 
been renovated to accom-
modate the youth. There 
they have good food, clean 
clothing, English language 
classes, recreational activi-
ties, excellent supervision, 
legal advice, much needed 
professional counseling 
and help coordinating 
travel arrangements after it 
is determined that they can 
be released to a responsible 
family member already re-
siding in the United States. 
The Queen of Peace priest 
and deacons have all par-
ticipated in the Southwest 
Key child safety training 
and protocols and are ap-

proved to visit the facility 
for counsel and religious 
activities.

If you are getting your 
information about the 
migrant situation in the 
Rio Grande Valley from 
the national news networks 
(ABC, NBC, CBS), they 
have been accurate and 
reliable if sometimes sen-
sational. Texas Governor 
Abbott has figured prom-
inently recently. The feel-
ing in the Valley is that he 
expresses his sense of alarm 
about what he has char-
acterized as a crisis with a 
healthy but unhelpful dose 
of anti-Biden politicization 

that wants for a compas-
sionate and rational re-
sponse. While it is true that 
the number of migrants 
crossing the border creates 
a daunting challenge, the 
Diocese of Brownsville and 
the border cities and towns 
have been here before. 
There is a very high level of 
compassionate concern and 
cooperation.

Cities are mobilizing 
for migrant care in col-
laboration with Catholic 
Charities which has been 
the axial agency in com-
munication and coordina-
tion with municipalities, 
not-for-profits, and faith 
communities.

It is a blessing to be 
here at this moment in 
our national life. In this 
welcome of migrants there 
is more than a little of our 
reparative vocation.

Father Charlton 
served several years in 
Fairhaven.

curriculum and program-
ming as a nurse leader as 
well as in secondary educa-
tion, including the expan-
sion of STEM programs 
and personalized learning 
recently brought to Bishop 
Connolly students.”

“On behalf of the 
Board, I want to extend my 
congratulations to Kathy 
and offer my full confidence 
in her assuming this posi-
tion,” added Roger Sullivan, 
chairman of the Central 
School Board. “Moreover, 
because of the uniqueness 
of this school year in partic-
ular, I am very appreciative 
of her leadership, medical 
knowledge, and numerous 
contributions to date.”

According to St. Lau-
rent, the addition of College 
Board Capstone program 
occurred three years ago 
and the interest in the pro-
gram has doubled from last 
year. “Bishop Connolly is 
well-known for the breadth 
of AP opportunities offered 
to students. The expansion 
of STEM courses and per-
sonalized learning greatly 
enhances the learning 
experience of all students. 
While I am very excited 
about the opportunity to 
lead this great school, I 
could not do it without the 
exceptional administration, 
faculty and staff to provide 
support. This team looked 
at the challenges brought 

on by the pandemic and 
only asked how could they 
help provide a solution.”

St. Laurent received a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Nursing from Southeast-
ern Massachusetts Univer-
sity and a Master of Science 
Degree in Nursing from 
the University of Rhode 
Island. She earned national 
certification in Catholic 
Health Care Ethics from the 
National Catholic Bioethics 
Center. 

An active participant in 
the Diocese of Fall River, 
she was appointed by Bish-
op Coleman to the Bishop’s 
Pastoral Council and the 
Massachusetts Catholic 
Conference Health Care 

Subcommittee. In 2012, 
she received the Live Each 
Day with Dignity award for 
her work in defeating the 
Massachusetts ballot initia-
tive on physician-assisted 
suicide. 

St. Laurent is a lector 
an Extraordinary minister 
of Holy Communion at 
St. Thomas More Parish, 
Somerset, and a recipient 
of the Marian Medal. She 
resides in Somerset with 
her husband of 40 years and 
they are the parents of two 
adult children.

The Catholic Schools 
Alliance comprises admin-
istrators, teachers, staff, 
parents and clergy joined in 
partnership to educate the 

Interim Head of School for Bishop Connolly namedInterim Head of School for Bishop Connolly named
continued from page twocontinued from page two

children of the Diocese of 
Fall River in Catholic faith 
and values. Our schools 
have a demanding educa-
tional culture that helps 
students from across the ac-
ademic spectrum reach their 
God-given potential. With 
an emphasis on service and 
respect for the dignity of ev-
ery person, we prepare stu-
dents to meet the challenges 
of today’s diverse world and 
become meaningful contrib-
utors to society.

For more information 
about the Catholic 
Schools Alliance, please 
go to https://www.
catholicschoolsalliance.
org/we-have-a-place-for-
you/.
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Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Good Friday, April 2 at 9:30 p.m.
Broadcast from Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Church in New Bedford

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Holy Thursday,April 1 at 10 p.m.
Broadcast from St. Anthony of 

Padua Church in Fall River

Diocesan TV Mass to air 
at special time on Easter

The Fall River diocesan Television Mass on 
Easter Sunday, April 4, will expand to an hour 
and will air at a special time. The Mass will air 
from 12 noon to 1 p.m. on Easter on WLNE-
TV, ABC Channel 6. Bishop Edgar M. da 
Cunha, S.D.V., will be celebrant and homilist 
for the Mass.

Interview with Interview with 
Father Kevin Father Kevin 
Crotty, SS.CC.Crotty, SS.CC.
continued from page sevencontinued from page seven
within the wider commu-
nity. The family learns that 
all human beings form a 
community to be treated 
with love, respect and care, 
especially the less fortunate 
and marginalized.         

OK, so, the Enthrone-
ment of the Sacred Heart 
in the Home is closely 
connected with the Spiri-
tuality and charism of the 
Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
Its emphasis on the com-
passionate love of God; 
the mediation of the heart 
of Christ; the contempla-
tion of the heart of Mary; 
reference to the family as 
the basic cell of society, the 
centrality of the Eucharist 
and the spirit of reparation 
reflects the Spirituality 
of the Congregation. An 
important contribution of 
Father Mateo to lay Spir-
ituality was to strengthen 
an awareness that Jesus 
is not only present in the 
Eucharist, but also in lived 
family life. Faith is lived 
out not only in church 
attendance on Sundays but 
in the ordinary circum-
stances of life. Spirituality 
is where life is. Father 
Mateo writes, “we nei-
ther live, nor struggle for 
existence, nor suffer, nor 
in all probability, do we die 
in church. We live, strug-
gle, suffer and most likely 
die in our own homes. In 
them, therefore, we ought 
to live in close fellowship 
with Him, our Cyrenean 
and the companion of our 
exile” (from “Jesus King of 
Love”).

In the April 16 Anchor, 
Father Crotty will get into 
deeper detail about the En-
thronement of the Sacred 
Heart in the Home, in part 
two of this interview.

Sunday, April 11 at 11:00 a.m.

Celebrant is Father Riley 
J. Williams, Pastor of St. 
Francis Xavier Parish in 

Acushnet

Celebrant is Most Reverend 
Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., 

D.D., Bishop of Fall River

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on WLNE Channel 6

Sunday, April 4 at 
12 Noon to 1 p.m.

Easter Sunday

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Sunday, April 11 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from Our Lady of the 

Holy Rosary Church in Providence

Diocese of Fall River TV Mass
on the Portuguese Channel

Easter Sunday,April 4 at 7 p.m.
Broadcast from St. Francis Xavier 

Church in East Providence
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St. Anne’s Shrine in midst of 10-year renovation plan
continued from page two

to this restoration.
• Expanding on the 

sale of live (not electric) 
votive candles, the Im-
maculate Conception Gift 
Shop, featuring Catholic 
religious goods, Purga-
torial and Prayer Guild 
enrollment, and statuary, 
Rosaries, devotional ar-
ticles, and seasonal items 
was expanded in January, 
and is the only Catholic 
religious store in the area. 
The shop is located in 
the lower entrance on the 
north side of the narthex 
to the shrine.

• The Shrine Board of 
Directors has appointed 
Dianne Scott, JD, as the of-
ficial archivist and Curator 
of the Shrine to assemble 
and preserve the docu-
ments, records, and his-

Please pray for these priests and deacons during the coming weeks:
April 10

Rev. John P. Doyle, Pastor, St. William, Fall River, 1944

April 11
Rev. John F. Downey, Pastor, Corpus Christi, Sandwich, 1914
Rev. John Mackey Fee, SS.CC., 2012

April 12
Rev. John Tobin, Assistant, St. Patrick, Fall River, 1909
Rev. Msgr. Alfred J. Gendreau, S.T.D., Retired Pastor, Notre Dame, 

Fall River, 1996
Rev. Edward P. Doyle, O.P., St. Raymond, Providence, R.I., 1997
Rev. Bertrand R. Chabot, Retired Pastor, St. Anthony of Padua, 

New Bedford, 2002

April 13
Permanent Deacon Joseph Stanley Jr., 2006

April 14
Rev. Louis N. Dequoy, Pastor, Sacred Heart, North Attleboro, 1935
Rev. Cosmas Chaloner, SS.CC., St. Francis Xavier, Acushnet, 1977
Rev. John Godelaer, SS.CC., 1990

April 15
Rev. Christopher G. Hughes, D.D., Retired Rector, St. Mary’s Ca-

thedral, Fall River, 1908

Permanent Deacon Oscar Drinkwater, 2011

April 16
Rev. Arthur E. Langlois, On Sick Leave, Denver, Colo., 1928
Rev. Norman F. Lord, C.S.Sp., Hemet, Calif., 1995
Rev. John W. Pegnam, USN, Retired Chaplain, 1996

April 18
Rev. Hugh B. Harrold, Pastor, St. Mary, Mansfield, 1935
Rt. Rev. John F. McKeon, P.R., Pastor, St. Lawrence, New Bedford, 

1956
Rev. Joao Vieira Resendes, Retired Pastor, Espirito Santo, Fall 

River, 1984
Rev. Wilfred C. Boulanger, M.S., La Salette Shrine, Attleboro, 1985
Rev. George E. Amaral, Retired Pastor, St. Anthony, Taunton, 1992
Permanent Deacon Vincent Patrick Walsh, 2014

April 19
Rev. William Wiley, Pastor, St. Mary, Taunton, 1855
Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Duart, Pastor, St. Peter the Apostle, Province-

town, 1975
Rev. Daniel E. Carey, Chaplain, Catholic Memorial Home, Retired 

Pastor, St. Dominic, Swansea, 1990
Rev. Msgr. Antonino Tavares, Retired Pastor, Santo Christo, Fall 

River, 2008

April 20
Rev. Edward F. Coyle, S.S., St. Mary Seminary, Baltimore, Md., 

1954
Rev. James E. O’Reilly, Retired Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

Seekonk, 1970
Rev. James P. Dalzell, Retired Pastor, St. Joseph, Woods Hole, 1999

April 21
Rev. John O’Beirne, Pastor, St. Mary, Taunton
Rev. Thomas M. Feeley, C.S.C., Author, Former National Director 

of Family Rosary of Holy Cross Family Ministries, Easton, 2004
Rev. Gerard Shanley, SS.CC., 2017

April 22
Rev. James L. Smith, Pastor, Sacred Heart, Taunton, 1910
Rev. Thomas F. Fitzgerald, Pastor, St. Mary, Nantucket, 1954
Rev. Richard J. Segreve, C.S.C., Retired, Holy Cross Residence, 

Stonehill
College, Easton, 2017

April 23
Rev. John J. Murphy, Retired Pastor, Holy Name, New Bedford, 

2007

In Your Prayers

torical data generated over 
the past 125-plus years of 
St. Anne’s presence in Fall 
River, and ensure these 
records are preserved, 
digitized, and cataloged 
for future generations and 
academic research.

The Preservation Soci-
ety has not been standing 
still, and future repairs to 
the infrastructure, furnish-
ing, and historical items 
are actively underway, and 
tours are available during 
regular opening hours. 

St. Anne’s Shrine is 
open to visitors under 
temporary restrictions due 
to the current health issue, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday, 
and from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
on Sundays. 

Devotions and 

Masses are live-streamed 
and accessible via our 
Facebook presence at 
https://www.facebook.
com/savestannes and 
replay on our website 
https://www.st-annes-
shrine.org or YouTube 
via https://tinyurl.
com/9sr2thpm

For more information, 
please contact the Shrine 
at: info@st-annes-shrine.
org

Website: https://www.
st-annes-shrine.org

Phone: 508-678-1510
Or: Bryan Boyle, OP 

tertiary, co-director of 
Liturgy and Devotions, St. 
Anne Shrine of Fall River, 
818 Middle Street, Fall 
River, Mass., 02721.

Shrine office: 508-678-
1510.

A need for constructive 
communication

There is no denying that 
this pandemic has changed 
our world.  There is much 
anxiety and social unrest. 
Recent news articles on 
increased gun ownership 
trends during this pandem-
ic are disturbing and once 
again we hear of innocent 
life lost in mass shootings 
around our country. Why is 
it that some think that buy-
ing a gun will bring positive 
change? 

Bills are currently being 
introduced in the U. S. Sen-
ate in an effort to strengthen 
common sense gun safety 
laws. Timely but thorough 
background checks are 
necessary whenever some-
one purchases a gun. There 
should be no loopholes.  We 
need to prevent the pur-
chase of assault weapons 
and high capacity magazines 
and the online distribution 
of instructions for the 3-D 
printing of firearms. 

In his encyclical, Fratelli 
Tutti, Pope Francis reminds 
us of our responsibility to 
create and put into place 
new avenues to express 
fraternity and compassion. 
Pope Francis notes that 
we cannot give in “to the 
mentality of the violent, the 
blindly ambitious, those who 
spread mistrust and lies. For 
our part, let us foster what is 
good and place ourselves at 
its service.” 

If many are purchasing 
guns because they feel that 
their personal freedom 
or independence is being 
threatened, there needs to 
be a deeper understand-
ing of freedom and how 
making sacrifices for the 
common good, in the 
bigger picture, honors the 
freedom of all. With every 
freedom or right comes a 
responsibility to ourselves 
and others. Does owning 
a gun really make one free 
or can it encourage license? 
Does this ownership de-

crease social unrest and 
foster renewed dialogue 
and fraternity? Does it re-
mind us of the preciousness 
of all human life? As we 
seek to answer these, what 
happened in our capital on 
January 6 comes to mind.

The world has changed 
since this pandemic. How 
we emerge from it is up to 
us. Strengthening gun laws 
that promote public safety 
is a vital way to safeguard 
our future. We also need 
to ensure that everyone’s 
freedoms and rights are 
honored. There is no better 
use of freedom and inde-
pendent moral decision 
making than to cultivate 
fraternity and constructive 
communication that leads 
to justice and a more peace-
ful, compassionate world. 

Elaine L’Etoile
Jane Griffin

Sheila Matthews
Pax Christi — National 

Shrine of Our Lady of La 
Salette, Attleboro

Our readers respond
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He was appointing him as 
their special mediator and 
patron, and furthermore, 
that He wished that he 
would continue to mani-
fest his love for them until 
the end of time. From his 
place in Heaven, he would 
still be able to exercise this 
role as special intercessor 
for all those engaged in the 
struggle with death” (333). 
The patronage of St. Joseph 
over the dying is a univer-
sal mission given by God 
to St. Joseph and that is 
why we should avail our-
selves of such great sup-
port during that solemn 
hour in which our eternity 
depends.

St. Joseph desired to 
suffer to imitate Jesus. “Oh, 
my God! You know how 
greatly I desire to suffer so 
that in some measure I may 
imitate my Savior, Who is 
to suffer so much for love 
of me. After all, should not 
I have something to endure 
out of love for Him? Yes, in-
deed, I desire to endure and 
suffer out of love for Him, 
Who intends to submit to 
so much suffering for my 
eternal Salvation!” (335). 
With similar sentiments 
of devotion and gratitude, 
we, too, ought to imitate St. 
Joseph in his great love for 
Our Savior.

Upon parting from this 
life, St. Joseph expressed to 
Jesus and Mary his grat-
itude for the love and at-
tention they had bestowed 
on him in this long and 
painful illness. “Finally, he 
gave fervent thanks to the 
Savior for everything that 
He already suffered, and 
that He would suffer in the 
future, to accomplish the 
great work of the redemp-
tion of mankind.” In these 
sentiments St. Joseph gave 
up his spirit. This beauti-
ful poem written by Sister 

Mary Ada captures the 
selfless expectation of the 
St. Joseph among the just 
awaiting their Redeemer in 
Limbo: 

The ancient greyness 
shifted 

Suddenly and thinned
Like mist upon the 

moors
Before a wind.
An old, old prophet lifted 
A shining face and said:
“He will be coming soon. 
The Son of God is dead;
He died this afternoon.”

A murmurous excite-
ment stirred 

All souls.
They wondered if they 

dreamed —
Save one old man who 

seemed
Not even to have heard.

And Moses standing, 
Hushed them all to ask

If any had a welcome 
song prepared.

If not, would David take 
the task?

And if they cared
Could not the three 

young children sing
The Benedicite, the can-

ticle of praise
They made when God 

kept them from perishing
In the fiery blaze?

A breath of spring sur-
prised them,

Stilling Moses’ words.
No one could speak, 

remembering
The first fresh flowers,
The little singing birds.
Still others thought of 

fields new ploughed
Or apple trees
All blossom-boughed.
Or some, the way a 

dried bed fills
With water
Laughing down green 

hills.
The fisherfolk dreamed 

of the foam
On bright blue seas.
The one old man who 

had not stirred
Remembered home.

And there He was
Splendid as the morning 

sun and fair
As only God is fair.
And they, confused with 

joy,
Knelt to adore
Seeing that he wore
Five crimson stars
He never had before.

No canticle at all was 
sung.

None toned a psalm, or 

raised a greeting song.
A silent man alone
Of all that throng
Found tongue ----
Not any other.
Close to His he —
When the embrace was 

done,
Old Joseph said,
“How is Your Mother,
How is Your Mother, 

Son?”
May we have the same 

solicitude for each member 
of our families and for the 
dying in imitation of St. 
Joseph. Let us pray for this 
grace daily, that we may 
repeat with all the ardor of 
soul that which we wish to 

say in that last act of expir-
ing from this life, “Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph, I implore 
Thee to assist me in my last 
agony!” Amen.

Small and her husband 
Bill are parishioners of St. 
Mary Church in Provi-
dence, R.I., and have made 
their solemn profession as 
Third Order Franciscans of 
the Immaculate, through 
the Franciscans of the Im-
maculate in New Bedford. 
They have both earned a 
Certificate in Catechetical 
Studies through TINE, 
The Institute for the New 
Evangelization of the Arch-
diocese of Boston.

St. Joseph, patron of happy, holy death
continued from page nine
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More than 50 years 
after the fact, I can 

still tell folks who played what 
position for the 1967 Impos-
sible Dream Boston Red Sox. 
I can tell you stats from the 
dominant players. I recall with 
great detail watching the ’67 
World Series between the Sox 
and the St. Louis Cardinals on 
a black and white television, in 
class at St. Anne’s School. The 
Sisters there were big fans.

I can tell you the date 
and final score of the very 
first Patriots game I attended 
in person: Nov. 12, 1967, the 
Kansas City Chiefs 33, Boston 
Patriots 10, at Fenway Park!

I vividly remember taking 
a high dive from a big old 
maple tree in my pépère’s yard 
when I was 11 years old, turn-
ing my left arm into a pretzel.

There are so many crys-
tal-clear memories of being a 
lad in the Rive, yet, there are 
just as many things that I can’t, 
for the life of me, recall at all: 
my First Communion and 

Confirmation, to start with. 
Disturbing.

Also disturbing is the 
fact that I cannot recall any 
Easter Sundays of my earlier 
days. Christmas, yes, 
Easter no. I hope this 
isn’t a commentary 
on the state of my 
soul.

But as I grew 
in age and wisdom 
(well, age anyway), 
memories of the day 
of Christ’s trium-
phant Resurrection become 
more lucid and detailed. And 
the ones I do remember, I do 
so with a sense of melancholy.

There were Sunday dinners 
prepared by Larry and Millie 
and shared with my bro Paul, 
my puppies and his.

Scrumptious ham platters 
with mashed potatoes and 
veggies and Larry’s can’t-be-
touched lemon meringue pies 
and cream puffs, made from 
scratch.

I have fond memories of 

my dad taking great delight in 
hiding the colorful bite-sized 
Hershey’s chocolate Easter eggs 
around the house and then 
letting the kids loose to scoop 

them up. He took such great 
delight in that. In fact I think 
he had more fun than they 
did. And occasionally, a stray 
egg would be discovered by 
the lucky hunter the following 
Christmas, one overlooked on 
Easter.

I can remember Denise 
and me getting the kids and 
ourselves all decked out for 
Easter Sunday morning Mass. 
Putting on spring colors and 
styles and heading out into 
30-degree temperatures and 

Easters past — some forgotten, some remembered
freezing going to and from the 
car — but hey, we looked great.

We would create Eas-
ter baskets for the kids (and 
Denise) loaded with stimulants 

such as chocolate 
bunnies, eggs and the 
dreaded marshmal-
low Peeps (Easter’s 
version of Hallow-
een’s candy corn — 
both useless).

I remember 
sensing the joy in the 
Masses celebrating 

Jesus’ victory over death.
There’s another special 

Easter that comes to mind: 
March 26, 1978. That was the 
year I gave Denise a diamond 
and we became engaged. It 
wasn’t a surprise for her, she 
picked out the rock (or pebble 
to be honest). But for our fami-
lies, it was an Easter surprise.

My fondest memory of 
that day is walking to Denise’s 
pépère’s house, right across the 
street from the majestic Notre 
Dame Church that burned to 

the ground in 1984 (as did the 
house her grandparents once 
occupied along with many 
more).

He was 81 at the time and 
under the weather that Easter 
Sunday, but he had heard the 
good news and was looking 
out a second-floor window as 
Denise held up her ring and he 
smiled his Teddy Bear smile 
and nodded his approval.

Joseph Francoeur was such 
a delightful man, a kid at heart, 
and the day would not have 
been complete had we not had 
the chance to share that with 
him. I have to say his smile 
and wave is one of my fondest 
Easter memories ever. 

I miss those wonderful 
Easters and now heading into 
our second pandemic-affected 
Easter, I miss getting together 
with my kiddies, but I’m con-
fident, there are better Easters 
ahead. And you can’t take 
away the never-changing joy of 
knowing, He Is Risen!
davejolivet@anchornews.org


